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PROCEDURE FOR FRESH PEAR EXPORTS FROM 

SOUTH AFRICA TO MEXICO

AGREEMENT BETWEEN

THE SECRETARIAT OF AGRICULTURE, CATTLE AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE UNITED MEXICAN STATES, THROUGH THE DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF PLANT HEALTH.

AND

THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE OF THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA, THROUGH THE DIRECTORATE OF PLANT AND QUALITY CONTROL

WITH THE PURPOSE OF ESTABLISHING THE PROCEDURE FOR FRESH PEAR IMPORTS FROM SOUTH AFRICA TO MEXICO.

I.
PARTICIPANTS

1. The Secretariat of Agriculture, Cattle and Rural Development of the United Mexican States, through the Directorate General Plant Health.

2. The Department of Agriculture of the Republic of South Africa, through the Directorate of Plant and Quality Control.

3. The Directorate General of Phytosanitary Inspection in Ports, Airports and borders from the Secretariat of Agriculture, Cattle and Rural Development of the United Mexican States SAGAR/DGIFZ.

4. The pear exporters from South Africa.

II. REGISTRATION OF ORCHARDS AND PACKING PLANTS

1. 30 days before the start of the harvest season, the South African Directorate of Plant and Quality Control (DPQC) shall send to the Mexican DGSV a list of the orchards and packing plants which are registered in said office for export purposes to Mexico.

2. All orchards registered to export fresh pears to Mexico shall be subjected to a phytosanitary programme, approved by the DPQC and SAGAR-DGSV in order to avoid infestation by the following organisms:  Cydia molesta (Eastern fruit moth), Ceratitis capitata (Mediterranean fly) and Ceratitis rosa (Natal fly).

3. At the beginning of the season personnel designated by SAGAR/DGSC will make sure that the orchards registered to export fresh pears to Mexico have properly followed the phytosanitary programme approved by DPQC/DGSV in compliance with the records kept by the DPQC and the inspections made by DGSV personnel.

III. TREATMENTS

1. DPQC will certify/verify randomly that registered packing plants receives fresh batches of pears, which fruit shall only come from orchards registered to export to Mexico.  SAGAR/DGSV will verify randomly this certification

2. The fruit shall be subjected to any of the following quarantine treatments:

	Cold Treatment
	

	
	

	Temperature
	Period of exposure

	
	

	0.0 °C or less
	40 days

	2.2 °C
	45 days

	
	

	Fumigation with methyl bromide
	

	
	
	

	Dosage (g/m 3)
	Period of exposure (hours)
	Fruit temperature (°C)

	
	
	

	32
	2
	21°C or more

	
	
	


The procedure for application of cold treatment is described in the Annex II.

IV. IN LINE SAMPLING

1. Once the fruit has been treated, DPQC personnel will inspect in line from the treatment rooms as described in Annex I.

2. A DPQC inspector shall be present at each packing plant; to certify that the fruit comes from registered orchards, to take the samples once the fruit has been treated, and register the following information for each batch:

(a) Registration number of the orchard from which the fruit comes.

(b) Sample size and results of sample inspection.

(c) Actions taken in case of finding any organism included in this document.

V. FRUIT PACKING

1. The fruit to be exported to Mexico shall be packed in new boxes, labeled with all the data pertaining to the packing plant and protected against infestations or reinfestations; such fruit shall not be mixed with non-treated fruit.

2. Export fruit shall be free from soil, leaves and plant residues.  The boxes utilized for packing must be marked with the room number from which the fruit comes.

3. A DPQC inspector shall be present at each packing plant; to certify that the boxes have the following information:

(a) Packing plant name and its registration number.

(b) The product description.

(c) The kind of treatment, the room number where the fruit was treated.

4. The personnel of DPQC will reject and not certify any shipment that does not comply with the requirements of the certification procedure.

5. DGSV personnel will verify randomly the packing procedure.

VI. CERTIFICATION OF SHIPMENTS

1. DPQC personnel will inspect shipments to ensure that they are free of soil, leaves or plant residues, that a maximum of 5% of non-quarantine pests are present and that shipments are free from the pests referred to in this procedure.

2. Once DPQC official personnel certifies that the shipment fulfills the aforementioned requirements, said personnel shall issue an International Phytosanitary Certificate stating that:

“the fruit in this shipment is free of Cydia molesta, Ceratitis capitata, and Ceratitis rosa and fulfills all Mexican phytosanitary requirements stipulated for export purposes.”

3. The quarantine treatment mentioned in subparagraph III shall be stated in the corresponding section on the International Phytosanitary Certificate.

4. SAGAR/DGSV personnel will verify randomly the shipments certification.

VII. INTRODUCTION OF THE FRUIT TO MEXICO

1. The importer will request a document of the phytosanitary import requirements,  issued by the Mexican Directorate General of Plant Health (Direccion Genral de Sanidad Vegetal, DGSV), while this requirements are included in the Mexican Official Standard (NOM-008-FITO-1995) which sets forth the phytosanitary requirements for fresh fruit and vegetable imports.

2. Fruit shall be shipped in clean, closed containers; such containers shall be free of soil, leaves or plant residues.  The fruit must also be shipped directly from the ports of entry in Mexico, that is:  Veracruz, in the State of Veracruz; Altamira, in the state of Tamualipas; Manzanillo in the State of Colima; and Mexico City’s International Airport.

3. At the port of entry to Mexico, SAGAR/DGIFZ will inspect 2% of the shipment in order to determine the presence of organisms that must be quarantined, as well as to determined the presence of a 5% maximum of non quarantine organisms, or the presence of soil, leaves or plant residues.  The phytosanitary documentation shall also reviewed.

4. The shipment shall be allowed entry to Mexico when:

(a) It has the complete and original phytosanitary documentation.

(b) No organisms in need of quarantine treatment, or more than 5% of any other organisms have been detected.

(c) It has fulfilled packing requirements, and the container as well as the shipped fruit are free of soil, leaves and plant residues.

VIII. REJECTION OF SHIPMENTS

Entry to Mexico shall not be allowed to shipments which do not completely fulfill the above-mentioned requirements. The interested parties shall also be responsible for any rejected shipments; the interested parties shall then decide to return such shipments or destroy them, paying all the corresponding expenses.

IX. FINANCIAL PLAN

Personnel designated by the SAGAR/DGSV will verify in the country of origin the observance of this procedure.  Exporters will cover all expenses resulting from this supervision through a financial plan entered into between their representatives and SAGAR/DGSV.

X. GENERAL AGREEMENT

This work plan was developed jointly by DPQC and SAGAR-DGSV to be used like a guide for certification and exportation of pears from South Africa to Mexico.  Deviations of the work guidelines will not be allowed, unless specifically stipulated otherwise under import requirements established by SAGAR-DGSV.  All modifications have to be agreed jointly and in writing.
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