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Definitions

1.
In these standards and requirements any word or expression to which a meaning has been assigned in the Act, shall have that meaning and --

"broken or split dry beans" means dry beans of which the cotyledons are separated to such extent that they are nowhere attached by the testa or otherwise, and also portions of dry beans and cotyledons that are broken off;

"broken testa" means the testa of a dry bean of which a portion or the whole is broken off;

"bulk quantity" means a quantity of more than 5 kg of dry beans, whether exported in containers or in loose quantities;

"canning grade" means a grade intended for 'small white beans' which are exported for canning purposes;

"colour group" means a colour group referred to in item 7;

"consignment" means --

(a)
a quantity of dry beans of the same grade, which belongs to the same producer, exporter, packer or owner and which is delivered at a particular time under cover of the same consignment note, delivery note or receipt, or is delivered by the same vehicle or bulk container;  or

(b)
if such quantity is divided into different types of packaging, size groups, colour groups, type groups or grades, each quantity of such different types of packaging, grades, type groups, size groups or colour groups;

"cracked testa" means the testa of a dry bean that is clearly cracked for more than one‑third of the circumference thereof, measured square on the longitudinal axis;

"dangerous object" means any object or part thereof which, when occurring in dry beans, may be dangerous in the handling or consumption of those dry beans;

"defective dry beans" means dry beans or portions of cotyledons of dry beans of which the quality or colour are adversely affected by the extent to which they are damaged, contaminated, speckled, stained, discoloured or have sprouted, but not also --

(a)
broken or split dry beans;  or

(b)
dry beans which are healthy and normal except for --

(i)
a discolouration of the hilum or veins;

(ii)
a slight discolouration of the testa due to oxidation;

(iii)
light spots or slight speckling that is limited to the testa;

(iv)
pin pricks;

(v)
dents or hollows in the cotyledons; or

(vi)
a broken, cracked or wrinkled testa;

"dry beans" means the threshed ripe seeds of plants of Phaseolus coccineus L. (kidney beans), P. vulgaris L. (dry or garden beans) and P. acutifolius A Gray (tepary beans), which are intended for human consumption;

"foreign matter" means any matter other than dangerous objects, stones and sand as well as noxious seeds, that does not naturally form part of dry beans;

"grade" means a grade referred to in item 4;

"insect" means an insect of a kind that is detrimental to dry beans, irrespective of the stage of development thereof and whether it is alive or dead;

"Inspector" means the executive officer or an officer under his or her control, or 
an assignee or an employee of an Assignee;

"main panel" means part of a label or container bearing the trade mark, trade name or brand name in greatest prominence and any other part of the label or container bearing the trade mark, trade name or brand name in equal prominence;

"not true to type dry beans" means dry beans that do not have the normal characteristic shape, size, colour and other properties of dry beans of a particular cultivar;

"noxious seeds" means the seeds or bits of seeds of plant species that may present a hazard to human or animal health when consumed, including seeds of Argemone mexicana L., Convolvulus spp., Crotalaria spp., Canavalia ensiformis, Datura spp., Ipomoea purpurea, Lolium temulentum, Ricinus communis or Xanthium spp.;

"packer" means a person packing dry beans for export or a person on whose behalf dry beans are packed for export;

"poisonous substances" means any liquid, powder or pesticide residue present on or between dry beans, and which may be injurious or detrimental to human health;

"retail quantity" means a quantity of 5 kg or less dry beans exported in con​tainers;

"size group" means a size group referred to in item 6;

"speckled" means the scattered occurrence, over the whole surface of the testa, of speckles and natural stains of a colour other than the ground-colour of the testa;

"stained" means the occurrence, on the testa of dry beans with a white or any other ground-colour, of small to fair sized natural stains which may be of any colour;

"the Act" means the Agricultural Product Standards Act, 1990 (Act No. 119 of 1990);

"type group" means a type group referred to in item 8;  and

"wrinkled testa" means the testa of a dry bean that shows three or more intense pleats.

Scope

2.
These standards and requirements shall relate to dry beans in respect of which an approval referred to in section 4 of the Act is required.

Requirements for approval

3.
(1)
A consignment of dry beans may be approved for export if --

(a)
the consignment concerned has been graded in accordance with the grades set out in item 4;

(b)
the consignment concerned complies with the standards for grades as set out in item 5;

(c)
the consignment concerned complies with the requirements for size groups as set out in item 6;

(d)
the consignment concerned complies with the requirements for colour groups as set out in item 7;

(e)
the consignment concerned complies with the requirements for type groups as set out in item 8;

(f)
the containers in which the consignment concerned is packed comply with the requirements as set out in item 9;

(g)
the consignment concerned is packed in accordance with the appli​cable packing requirements as set out in item 10, 11 and 12;

(h)
the containers concerned are marked in accordance with the appli​cable marking requirements as set out in item 13 and 14;

(i)
the consignment concerned has been presented for inspection in accordance with the Regulations Regarding Control of the Export of Dry Beans;  and
(j)
an inspector has after an inspection in terms of the said regulations found that the provisions of these standards and requirements have been complied with in respect of that consignment.
(2)
The Executive Officer may deviate from the stipulated standards and require​ments and issue the approval in respect of a quantity of a product that --

(a)
is to be exported as an experiment or under such other special circumstances as may be approved by the Executive Officer;  and

(b)
complies with the requirements for such product in force in the country to which it is to be exported.
QUALITY STANDARDS

Grades for dry beans

4.
There are four grades of dry beans intended for export namely Prime grade, Grade 1, Grade 2 and Canning grade.

Standards for grades

5.
(1)
A consignment of dry beans intended for export shall --

(a)
be of a particular size group;

(b)
be of a particular colour group;

(c)
be of a particular type group;

(d)
be free from any dangerous objects;

(e)
be free from a musty or other unacceptable odour;

(f)
be free from poisonous substances that renders it unsuitable for human consumption or for processing into healthy food or feed;

(g)
be free from noxious seeds:  Provided that a consignment of dry beans in bulk quantities may contain noxious seeds to the extent permitted in terms of the Foodstuffs, Cosmetics and Disinfectants Act, 1972 (Act No. 54 of 1972);

(h)
be free from any insects;

(i)
may comply with the requirements for declared plant injurious organisms of phytosanitary importance as determined by the Senior Manager of the Directorate:  Plant Health/South African Agricultural Food and Quarantine Inspection Services;

(j)
have a moisture content not exceeding 16 per cent;
(k)
not have biological or chemical contaminants in quantities or at levels that exceed the maximum limits prescribed in terms of the Foodstuffs, Cosmetics and Disinfectants Act, 1972 (Act No. 54 of 1972):  Provided that --

(i)
if the limit of the importing country is lower than is per​missible in terms of Act 54 of 1972, the prescribed limit of the importing country shall be complied with;  and

(ii)
the Executive Officer may grant permission for dry beans with a higher limit of contaminants, to be exported to countries where such higher limit is permissible:  Provided further that the export documents shall be endorsed with the name of the importing country;  and
(l)
not have a deviation specified in column 1 of Table 1, to a larger extent than the applicable maximum specified in column 2, 3, 4 or 5 of the said Table opposite thereto for the grade concerned.

(2)
The Executive Officer may deviate from the stipulated standards and requirements and issue the approval in respect of a quantity of a product that --

(a)
is to be exported as an experiment or under such other special circumstances as may be approved by the Executive Officer;  and

(b)
complies with the requirements for such product in force in the country to which it is to be exported.
Size groups

6.
(1)
The size groups for dry beans shall be Large, Medium and Small.

(2)
A consignment of dry beans shall be deemed to be --

(a)
of the size group Large if the count thereof is 140 or less per 100 grams;

(b)
of the size group Medium if the count thereof is more than 140 but not more than 365 per 100 grams;  and

(c)
of the size group Small if the count thereof is more than 365 but not more than 760 per 100 grams.

Colour groups

7.
(1)
The colour groups for dry beans shall be White, Red speckled, Non-red speckled and Coloured.

(2)
A consignment of dry beans shall be deemed to be --

(a)
of the colour group White if the colour of the testa of those dry beans can be described as white;

(b)
of the colour group Red speckled if the testa of those dry beans --

(i)
has fully or partially pinkish red to reddish purple speckles;
(ii)
has a white or light background colour and a pinkish red to reddish purple secondary colour;  or

(iii)
has a pinkish red to reddish purple colour inversion;

(c)
of the colour group Non‑red speckled if the testa of those dry beans has speckles or a colour inversion of any colour other than pinkish red to reddish purple;  and

(d)
of the colour group Coloured if those dry beans are not of a colour group specified in paragraph (a), (b) or (c).

Type groups

8.
(1)
The type groups for dry beans shall be --

(a)
Red speckled beans;

(b)
Half-white beans;

(c)
Coloured beans;

(d)
Kidney beans;

(e)
Medium white beans;

(f)
Non-red Speckled beans;

(g)
Small white beans;

(h)
Green beans;  and

(i)
Mixed dry beans.

(2)
For the purposes of subitem (1) --

(a)
"Green beans" means the threshed ripe seed of Phaseolus vulgaris L. (garden beans);  

(b)
"Half-white beans" means dry beans of which approximately one half of the testa is predominantly white or dull white, irrespective of whether a few small speckles occur thereon, and of which the remaining portion is speckled, naturally stained or coloured;  and

(c)
"Mixed dry beans" means dry beans consisting of a mixture of different size groups, colour groups or type groups.

REQUIREMENTS FOR CONTAINERS

General

9.
The containers in which dry beans are exported shall --

(1)
be made from a material that --

(a)
will protect the contents thereof from contamination;  and

(b)
will not impart any undesirable flavour or odour or any substance which may be injurious to human health to the contents thereof;

(2)
be so strong that it will not tear or break during normal storage, handling and transport practices;

(3)
be intact, excluding holes made by a grain probe:  Provided that grain probe marks will not be permissible in the case of dry beans packed in retail quantities;

(4)
be clean;

(5)
be closed properly in a manner permitted by the nature thereof;


(6)
in the case of dry beans in retail quantities, be new;
(7)
be free from insects;  and

(8)
be free from any other material that may harbour insects.

PACKING REQUIREMENTS

General

10.
Dry beans of different grades, size groups, colour groups and type groups shall not be packed in the same container except when it is packed as Mixed dry beans.

Stacking of containers on pallets

11.
When containers containing dry beans are palletised --

(a)
the pallet shall be clean, undamaged and suitable and not transmit to the dry beans any harmful substance or any substance that may be injurious to human health;

(b)
pallets manufactured from wood shall be without bark;

(c)
the pallets shall be free from any visible sign of fungus growth;

(d)
the pallet shall be free from insect infestation;

(e)
the containers shall be stacked firmly and square with each other and the pallet;

(f)
only containers of the same dimensions shall be stacked in the same layer on the pallet;  and

(g)
the containers shall not be stacked upside down on the pallet.

Stacking of pallet loads

12.
(1)
A pallet load of containers shall be strapped or wrapped in a suitable manner.

MARKING REQUIREMENTS

Particulars
13.
Each container or the accompanying export documents of a consignment of dry beans shall be endorsed with --

(a)
the name of the product;
(b)
the class, subclass and grade of the dry beans;
(c)
the name and address of the exporter or the packer:  Provided that if the name of and address concerned are indicated in a code, such code shall be registered with the Executive Officer; 
(d)
the country of origin:  Provided that no abbreviation or the expression "South Africa" on its own shall be used;

(e)
the producer's code or the silo code which is registered with the Executive Officer by the producer, exporter, packhouse, as the case may be:  Pro​vided that: --

(i)
if a producer has more than one farm, each farm shall be registered separately;  and

(ii)
such code shall be preceded by the expression "producer", "silo", "packer", "PUC,", "FBO", as the case may be, or any other suitable term having a similar meaning.

Restricted particulars

14.
(1)
No indication of a size group, colour group, type group or grade other than the applicable size group, colour group, type group or grade shall appear on a container in which dry beans are packed, or on a label attached to such container.


(2)
The expression "Selected" or "Hand selected", or any other word or expression which directly or by implication creates or may create the impression that dry beans are of a special or particular quality shall not appear on a container in which dry beans are packed, or on a label attached to such container:  Provided that the expression "hand pick selected" may be used in the case of dry beans exported in bulk if --
(a)
the dry beans comply with at least grade 1 specifications;  and

(b)
had been selected by hand.


(3)
No word, mark, illustration, depiction or any other method of expression that constitutes a misrepresentation, or directly or by implication creates or may create a misleading impression regarding the quality, nature, size group, colour group, type group or grade of dry beans shall appear on a container in which dry beans are packed, or on a label attached to such container.

SAMPLING

15.
(1)
A sample of a consignment of dry beans intended for export shall be obtained as follows:

(a)
In the case of dry beans in retail quantities packed in con​tainers by --

(i)
randomly taking from the number of containers con​cerned, at least the applicable number of containers mentioned in column 2 of Table 3;  and

(ii)
sampling each such container by hand in the manner set out in subitem 3(b):  Provided that if the contents per container is 1 kg or less, the total contents of all the chosen containers will be taken as sample.

(b)
In the case of dry beans in bulk quantities by --

(i)
sampling each bag in that consignment with a grain probe as contemplated in subitem 3(a) or by hand as contem​plated in subitem 3(b) if it consists of 100 bags or less;  or
(ii)
by otherwise sampling at least 50 per cent of the bags in that consignment chosen at random, but with a minimum of 100 bags, with a grain probe as contemplated in subitem 3(a) or by hand as contemplated in subitem 3(b).

(2)
A sample obtained in terms of subitem (1) shall be inspected according to the method set out in items 16 to 26:  Provided that if dry beans derived from any part of the consignment noticeably deviate from dry beans derived from other parts of the consignment concerned --

(a)
all inspection results shall be based on the dry beans derived from the deviating parts of the consignment;  and

(b)
further samples shall only be abstracted from the deviating parts of the consignment.

(3)
(a)
Sampling with a grain probe shall be done as follows:

(i)
Insert the tapered end of the grain probe upwards at an angle of approximately 30 degrees with the horizontal line, and with the aperture thereof downwards, into each bag chosen from that consignment, until the end of the probe is approximately in the centre of such bag.
(ii)
Turn the grain probe through approximately 180 degrees on the longitudinal axis thereof in order that the aperture thereof is at the top.

(iii)
Extract the grain probe with a slight shaking movement and diminishing speed from the bag concerned in order that a relatively equable flow of beans is maintained through the aperture of the grain probe.

(iv)
Place the material contained in the grain probe in a suitable collecting tray.

(v)
Repeat the procedure described in subparagraph (i), (ii) and (iii) alternately at the top, middle and bottom of each bag, and place the material thus removed therefrom in the collecting tray referred to in subparagraph (iv).

(vi)
Take approximately equal quantities of material from each bag that is sampled.

(b)
Sampling by hand shall be done as follows:

(i)
If applicable, open the selected containers.

(ii)
Insert the open hand into each container or the loose quantity concerned, close the hand into a fist and thereafter withdraw it evenly.

(iii)
Place the material enclasped by the hand in a suitable collecting tray.

(iv)
Repeat the procedure described in paragraph (ii) alternately at various depths in the containers or loose quantity con​cerned and place the material thus removed in the collecting tray referred to in paragraph (iii).

(v)
Take more or less equal quantities of material from each selected container.

(4)
A sample obtained in terms of subitem (3)(a) or (3)(b) shall be thoroughly mixed and divided by means of a sample divider in order to obtain a fraction of just more than 1 kg of material.  Care should be taken not to damage the product that is already dry and bound to crack easily.
(5)
The sample referred to in subitem (4) shall be deemed to be representative of the quantity of dry beans sampled.

INSPECTION METHODS

Assessment of containers, packaging and presentation

16.
An inspector shall visually examine the consignment and the sample from the consignment to determine if the containers, packaging and presentation comply with the prescribed requirements.
Verification of markings

17.
An inspector shall visually examine the containers in the consignment and the sample from the consignment to verify compliance to the marking require​ments by --
(a)
satisfying him or herself whether the containers are marked as prescribed;  and

(b)
checking the accuracy of the declarations during inspection.

Verification of biological and chemical contamination

18.
An inspector shall verify compliance to the levels of biological and chemical contaminations by sampling and submitting samples for analysis of only certain consignments according to a risk based plan.
Determination of colour group, type group, dangerous objects, smell, poisonous substances, noxious seeds and insects

19.
A sample referred to in item 15(4) shall be assessed sensorially or analysed chemically in order to determine --

(a)
the colour group thereof;

(b)
whether it contains any dangerous objects;

(c)
whether it has a musty or other unacceptable smell;

(d)
whether it contains any poisonous substances that render the dry beans unsuitable for human consumption or for processing into healthy food or feed;

(e)
whether it contains any noxious seeds;

(f)
whether it contains any insects; and
(g)
whether it may contain declared plant injurious organisms of phytosanitary importance.

Determination of size group

20.
(1)
The size group of a quantity of dry beans shall be determined as follows:

(a)
Prepare a working sample by measuring off from a portion of the fraction referred to in item 15(4), from which all stones and sand, foreign matter, defective dry beans, broken and split dry beans and not true to type dry beans have been removed, three portions of 100 grams each.

(b)
Count the number of dry beans in each such portion and calculate the average of such numbers.

(2)
The average referred to in subitem (1)(b) shall represent the count per 100 gram of the consignment concerned and is used to determine the size group thereof.

Determination of type group

21.
The type group of a consignment of dry beans shall be determined according to the colour group and form group thereof as determined in item 19, and the size group thereof as determined in terms of item 20.

Determination of foreign matter content and stones and sand content

22.
(1)
The percentages of foreign matter and stones and sand in a consignment of dry beans shall be determined as follows:

(a)
Prepare a working sample by measuring off 1 kg of material from the sample referred to in item 15(4).

(b)
Remove all the foreign matter and all stones and sand separately from the working sample and determine the respective masses thereof.

(c)
Express the masses thus determined as percentages of 1 kg.

(2)
The percentages referred to in subitem (1)(c) shall respectively represent the percentage of foreign matter and the percentage of stones and sand in the quantity of dry beans concerned.

Determination of defective dry bean content and broken or split dry bean content

23.
(1)
The percentages of defective dry beans and broken or split dry beans in a consignment of dry beans shall be determined as follows:

(a)
Prepare a working sample by measuring off from a portion of the fraction referred to in item 15(4), from which all stones, sand and foreign matter have been removed as contemplated in item 22(b) --

(i)
400 grams of dry beans if they are of the size group Large;

(ii)
200 grams of dry beans if they are of the size group Medium; and 

(iii)
100 grams of dry beans if they are of the size group Small.

(b)
Remove all defective dry beans and broken or split dry beans separately from the working sample and determine the respective masses thereof.

(c)
Express the respective masses thus determined, as percentages of the mass of the applicable working sample.

(2)
The percentages referred to in subitem (1)(c) shall respectively represent the percentage of defective dry beans and the percentage of broken or split dry beans in the consignment of dry beans concerned.

Determination of not true to type dry bean content

24.
(1)
The percentage of not true to type dry beans in a consignment of dry beans shall be determined as follows:

(a)
Prepare a working sample by measuring off from the quantity of the sample referred to in item 15(4), from which all defective, broken and split dry beans have been removed as contemplated in item 25(b) -- 

(i)
200 grams of dry beans if they are of the size group Large;

(ii)
100 grams of dry beans if they are of the size group Medium; and

(iii)
50 grams of dry beans if they are of the size group Small.

(b)
Remove all not true to type dry beans from the working sample and determine the mass thereof.

(c)
Express the mass so determined as a percentage of the mass of the applicable working sample.

(2)
The percentage referred to in subitem (1)(c) shall represent the percentage of not true to type dry beans in the consignment of dry beans concerned.

Determination of dry bean content with broken testa and wrinkled or cracked testa

25.
(1)
The percentages of dry beans with broken testa and with wrinkled or cracked testa in a consignment of dry beans shall be determined as follows:

(a)
Prepare a working sample by returning all the not true to type dry beans removed in terms of item 24 to the working sample referred to in that item.

(b)
Remove all dry beans with broken testa separately from those with wrinkled or cracked testa from the working sample and determine the respective masses thereof.

(c)
Express the masses thus determined, as percentages of the mass of the applicable working sample.

(2)
The percentages referred to in subitem (1)(c) shall respectively represent the percentage of dry beans with broken testa and the percentage of dry beans with wrinkled or cracked testa in the consignment of dry beans concerned.

Determination of moisture content

26.
The moisture content of a consignment of dry beans may be determined according to any suitable method:  Provided that the results thus obtained are in accordance (± 0,3 per cent) with the results obtained by means of the 72 hour over dried method (AACC Method 44/15A/1981).

INTERPRETATION OF RESULTS

Repetition of determinations

27.
(1)
A determination in terms of these standards and requirements shall be repeated with a further sample of the same quantity of dry beans if the result of the first determination would result in the degraded of the quantity of dry beans concerned.


(2)
If a determination is so repeated, the average of the results of the first and second determinations shall be deemed to be the result of the determination concerned.


(3)
(a)
If the moisture content of a sample as determined in terms of item 26 deviates by 0,3 per cent or more from the maximum permissible moisture content, a second determination of the moisture content shall be carried out with the same sample.
(b)
If the result of a further determination referred to in paragraph (a) has the effect that a consignment has to be graded as Undergrade, a further determination of the moisture content thereof shall be carried out with a further sample of the consignment concerned.


(4)
The average result of all the determinations of a particular nature with a sample shall be deemed to be the result of the determination concerned.
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