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  GS 1 and GS 2

Definitions

1.
In these standards and requirements, any word or expression to which a meaning has been assigned in the Act, shall have that meaning, and -

"Arthropoda" means any stage in the life cycle of an invertebrate member of the Animal Kingdom that is bilaterally symmetrical with a segmented body, with jointed limbs that are paired and a chitinous external skeleton;

"consignment" --

(a)
means a quantity of grass seed, which belongs to the same owner, delivered at any time under cover of the same consignment note, delivery note or delivered by the same vehicle;  or

(b)
if such a quantity is divided into different classes or grades, each quantity of each of the different classes or grades;

"defective" means grass seed which is wizened or not properly matured, grass seed with broken testa and grass seed that has been damaged, broken or discoloured by insects or any other cause, including broken dehulled grass seed, grass seed which had germinated or shows signs of germination and grass seeds and pieces of grass seeds, which in the case of babala, the Japanese millets and canary seed, pass through the 1,4 mm screen, and in the case of Boer and German millet pass through the 1,25 mm screen;

"dehulled grass seeds" means grass seeds from which the hulls have been removed during the threshing and screening processes, but excluding broken dehulled grass seeds;

"food safety" means an assurance that grass seed are acceptable for human and animal consumption according to its intended use;

"foreign matter" means any material other than grass seed, including weed seeds, but excluding seeds of another kind and dehulled and unthreshed grass seeds;

"grass seed" means the threshed seed of the following types of grasses:

(a)
Babala, also called pearl millet or N'yati (Pennisetum typhoides);

(b)
Boer and German millet (Setaria italica);

(c)
Japanese millets:

(i)
Japanese millet (Echinochloa frumentacea);

(ii)
Japanese barnyard millet (Panicum miliaceum);  and

(d)
canary seed (Phalaris canariensis);

"hazard" means a biological, chemical or physical agent in or condition of, grass seed with the potential to cause an adverse health effect;

"insects" means any live insects which are harmful to stored grass seed, irrespective of the stage of development of the insects;

"seeds of another kind" means grass seeds which do not belong to the kind of seed by which the grass seed concerned is usually known and also includes seeds of other cultivated crops;

"the Act" means the Agricultural Product Standards Act, 1990 (Act No. 119 of 1990);

"traceability" means the ability to trace and follow grass seed or any substance intended to be, or expected to be incorporated into a food product through all stages of production, packing, processing, handling and distribution;

"unthreshed grass seed" means grass seeds which are still enclosed in their husks;

"weed seeds" means seeds of the wild plants dodder (Cyuscuta campestris), water​grass (Cyperus spp) and sorrel (Rumex spp.);

"4 mm screen" means a screen with a polyester or wire cloth screening bottom with apertures 4 mm by 4 mm and a thread diameter of 1 mm;

"2,5 mm screen" means a screen with a polyester or wire cloth screening bottom with apertures 2,5 mm by 2,5 mm and a thread diameter of 0,8 mm;

"1,4 mm screen" means a screen with a polyester or wire cloth screening bottom with apertures 1,4 mm by 1,4 mm and a thread diameter of 0,45 mm;

"1,25 mm screen" means a screen with a polyester or wire cloth screening bottom with apertures 1,25 mm by 1,25 mm and a thread diameter of 0,40 mm;

"2,0 mm screen" means a screen with a polyester or wire cloth screening bottom with apertures 2,0 mm by 2,0 mm and a thread diameter of 0,50 mm.

Scope

2.
These standards and requirements shall relate to grass seed in respect of which an approval for the export thereof is required in terms of section 4 of the Act.

Requirements for approval

3.
An approval referred to in section 4 of the Act, may be issued in respect of a consignment of grass seed if --

(a)
the consignment concerned is graded in accordance with the grades and standards for grades as set out in items 4 and 5;

(b)
the grass seed comply with quality and food safety standards set out in item (5);

(c)
the consignment is packed and marked according to the packing and marking requirements as set out in items 6, 7 and 8;

(d)
the consignment comply with the traceability requirements set out in item 10;

(e)
the samples for inspection are drawn in accordance with the requirements as set out in item 11;
(f)
the consignment concerned is inspected in accordance with the methods as set out in item 12;

(g)
such grass seed does not contain a substance which renders it unfit for human consumption or for the processing or use thereof as food or feed;

(h)
the consignment concerned has been presented for inspection in accor​dance with the Regulations regarding Control of the Export of Grass Seed;  and

(i)
an inspector has, after an inspection in accordance with the said regula​tions, found that the provisions of these standards and requirements have been complied with in respect of the consignment concerned.

QUALITY AND FOOD SAFETY STANDARDS

4.
(1)
There are two grades of grass seed intended for export namely GS 1 and GS 2.

Standards for grades

5.
(1)
All grades of grass seed shall --

(a)
be free from a musty, sour and any other unacceptable odours;

(b)
not contain more noxious seeds than permitted in terms of the Foodstuffs, Cosmetics and Disinfectants Act, 1972 (Act No. 54 of 1972);

(c)
contain no chemical residues that exceed the prescribed maximum residue limit:  Provided that --

(i)
if the prescribed maximum residue limit of an importing country is lower than is permissible in terms of the Ferti​lizers, Farm Feeds, Agricultural Remedies and Stock Reme​dies Act, 1947 (Act No. 36 of 1947), the prescribed maxi​mum residue limit of the importing country shall be complied with;  and

(ii)
the Executive Officer may grant permission for a consign​ment of grass seed with a higher maximum residue limit, to be exported to countries where this higher residue limit is permissible:  Provided that the export documents are accor​dingly endorsed with the name of the importing country;

(d)
be free from live insects irrespective whether they appear on the containers or in between the seed;

(e)
be free from foreign matter;

(f)
be free of seeds of another kind:  Provided that consignments marked "mixed millet seed" may contain millet seed of different colours;

(g)
be free from weed seeds;

(h)
be free from unthreshed grass seeds;

(i)
be free from defective grass seeds;

(j)
be free from dehulled grass seeds;

(k)
not be moistened by water or liquid which has entered the container from the outside;

(l)
contain not more than two ergot sclerotia per 50 g grass seed.

CONTAINERS AND PACKING REQUIREMENTS

Requirements for containers

6.
Containers which contain grass seeds intended for export shall --

(a)
be clean, dry, undamaged and suitable;

(b)
not impart of foreign taste, odour or any substance which may be injurious to human and animal health or to the grass seed;

(c)
be free from any visible signs of fungus growth;

(d)
be free from Arthropoda infestation;  and

(e)
be strong and rigid enough to ensure that the original shape be retained and not bulge out, dent in, break or tear, to the extent that grass seeds are damaged or at risk of being damaged, during normal storage, handling or transport.

Packing requirements

7.
(1)
Grass seed of different types or cultivars shall not be packed in the same container.


(2)
Containers shall be properly closed.

MARKING REQUIREMENTS

Particulars

8.
(1)
All containers that contain grass seeds shall be marked clearly and legibly on each container or on a label that is affixed thereto with the following particulars:

(a)
The expression "grass seed", as the case may be.

(b)
The expression "GS1 or GS2".
(c)
The name and address of the exporter or packer:  Provided that if the name and address concerned are indicated in a code, such code shall be registered with the Executive Officer.
(d)
The country of origin:  Provided that no abbreviations or the expression "South Africa" on its own shall be used.
(e)
The producer's code or packhouse code which is registered with the Executive Officer by the producer, exporter or packhouse, as the case may be:  Provided that --

(i)
if a producer has more than one farm, each farm shall be registered separately;  and

(ii)
such code shall proceeded by the expression "produ​cer", "packhouse", "packer", "PUC", "FBO", as the case may be, or any other suitable term having a similar meaning.


(2)
Subject to the provision of subitem (1), each outer container containing prepacked units, shall be marked with an indication of the total number of prepacked units per outer container:  Provided that the total number of prepacked units are visible from the outside, it does not have to be indicated on the outer container.

Prohibited particulars

9.
No wording, illustration or other means of expression which constitutes a misre​presentation or which directly or by implication, creates a misleading impression of the contents, shall appear on a container which contains grass seeds.

TRACEABILITY

10.
Producers, packhouse managers and exporters shall:

(a)
establish the traceability of grass seed at all stages of production, packing, handling and distribution;

(b)
be able to identify any person or supplier from whom they have been supplied with grass seed, or any substance intended to, or expected to be used in the production or processing of grass seed;

(c)
have in place systems and procedures to identify other businesses to which their grass seed have been supplied;

(d)
ensure that adequate procedures are in place to withdraw grass seed from the market where such grass seed present a serious risk to the health of consumers;

(e)
immediately withdraw grass seed which was identified as grass seed that present a serious risk to the health of consumers;

(f)
immediately inform the Executive Officer of such withdrawal;

(g)
immediately make available, on request, any information or documentation mentioned in (a), (b), (c), (d), (e) or (f);  and

(h)
keep records of the information mentioned in (g), as well as any other relevant information for at least two years.

SAMPLING
Obtaining of sample
11.
(1)
An inspector shall for the purpose of these standards and requirements draw a sample of grass seed in the following manner:

(2)
Random samples. - Small quantities of grass seed shall be draw out of a number of containers which is equal to at least the square root of the total number of containers in the consignment in such a manner that the samples drawn will be representative of the whole consignment.  The collective samples shall be collected in a container and thoroughly mixed.  Samples drawn in this manner shall, in the application of these standards and requirements, be considered as random samples.


(3)
Deviating samples. - If an inspector notices during the course of drawing the samples that any of the quantities of grass seed taken from any container are obviously inferior to, or differ from, that drawn from the remainder of the container, he shall draw samples only out of such containers with the inferior or different grass seed and mix them thoroughly.  Samples drawn in this manner, shall, in the application of these standards and requirements, be considered as deviating samples.

METHOD OF INSPECTION
DETERMINATION OF PERCENTAGE DEVIATIONS

12.
(1)
The percentage deviations in a quantity of grass seed shall be determined as follows:

(a)
Measure out 50 g grass seed obtained from a random or a devia​ting sample, as the case may be;

(b)
screen the 50 g grass seed, where necessary -

(i)
through a 4 mm screen in the case of babala and Japanese millet;  and

(ii)
through a 2,5 mm screen in the case of canary seed and Boer and German millet;

(c)
screen the material which passed through the screens concerned, mentioned in paragraph (b) -

(i)
in the case of babala, Japanese millet and canary seed through a 1,4 mm screen;  and

(ii)
in the case of Boer and German millet through a 1,25 mm screen;

(d)
sort -

(i)
the material which remained on the screens concerned men​tioned in paragraph (b) and which will consist of mainly the coarser foreign material, unthreshed seeds and larger seeds of another kind;  as well as

(ii)
the material which passed through the screens concerned mentioned in paragraph (c) and which will consist mainly of the small defective grass seeds, fine weed seeds, dust and small pieces of dehulled seeds;


in such a manner that the following are retained separately:

(aa)
foreign material;

(bb)
seeds of another kind;

(cc)
undesirable seeds;

(dd)
defective grass seeds;

(ee)
unthreshed grass seeds;

(ff)
healthy grass seeds;

(e)
determine the mass of -

(i)
foreign material;

(ii)
seeds of another kind;

(iii)
defective grass seeds;  and

(iv)
unthreshed grass seeds;

so obtained and express as a percentage of the 50 g, except in the case of the undesirable seeds which must be counted;

(f)
add the healthy grass seeds, mentioned in paragraph (d)(ii)(ff) to the grass seeds which were retained on the screens concerned mentioned in paragraph (c);

(g)
sort the seed obtained as set out in paragraph (f) so that the undesirable seeds are retained;

(h)
count the undesirable seeds and add the numbers to the number of undesirable seeds as obtained as set out in paragraph (e)(iv);

(i)
after that measure out -

(i)
in the case of babala, Japanese millets and canary seed 20 g;  and

(ii)
in the case of Boer- and German millet 5 g grass seed from the sample obtained as set out in paragraph (f);

Provided that in the case of consignments, which are very nearly clean and which contain very little coarse or fine undesirable mate​rial as mentioned in paragraph (d), and no undesirable seed, samples of 20 g or 5 g, as the case may be, may be measured directly from a random or from a deviating sample, as the case may be;

(j)
sort the 20 g or the 5 g seeds, as the case may be, so the following are retained separately:

(i)
foreign matter;

(ii)
seeds of another kind;

(iii)
defective grass seeds;

(iv)
unthreshed grass seeds;  and

(v)
dehulled grass seeds;

(k)
determine the mass of -

(i)
foreign matter;

(ii)
seeds of another kind;

(iii)
defective grass seeds;

(iv)
unthreshed grass seeds;  and

(v)
dehulled grass seeds;

so obtained and express each as a percentage of the 20 g or 5 g, as the case may be;

(l)
add the separate percentages so obtained as set out in paragraph (e) respectively to those obtained as set out in paragraph (k);

(m)
the collective percentages so obtained for each defect, shall be considered as the percentages of the various defects.


(2)
The quantity ergot sclerotia in a quantity of grass seed shall be deter​mined as follows:

(a)
Measure out about 200 g grass seed obtained from either a random or deviating sample;

(b)
screen the 200 g grass seed through a 2 mm screen and count the ergot sclerotia found amongst the screenings.  The sclerotia resembles small fowl spurs, has a black colour and is about 1 mm thick and 2,3 mm long.  If any ergot sclerotia are present in the grass seed, they will pass through the 2 mm screen and will be found amongst the screenings.

APPLICATION OF RESULTS

13.
(1)
A consignment of grass seed may be approved by an inspector by virtue of the results obtained from the single analysis of a random sample, subject to the con​ditions set out in subitem (2).


(2)
In the event of the results of a random sample differing less than the follo​wing percentages from the allowable deviation as indicated in the following table being either within or exceeding the limits, a second analysis shall be made to control the results of the first analysis.

	Allowable deviation
	Difference in respect of

allowable deviation

	Not more than 1 per cent ……….…………………..
	0,25 per cent

	More than 1 per cent but not more than 5 per cent
	1,0 per cent



(3)
No consignment may be rejected before a further two analyses are made from an additional random sample obtained from the same or additional sample:  Pro​vided that the average of the results of all such analyses shall apply as the result in respect of the consignment concerned.


(4)
An inspector shall, if has drawn a deviating sample in terms of item 11, reject the consignment if the average of the results of at least two analyses of the deviating sample do not comply with the requirements prescribed in item 4 and 5 for the grade concerned.

ANNEXURE

TABLE

Permissible deviations in respect of grade GS 1 and GS 2.

	Nature of deviation
	Maximum percentage allowable deviation

(m/m)

	
	Grade

GS 1
	Grade

GS 2

	(a)
Foreign matter ………………………………………..
	1,0
	3,5

	(b)
Defective grass seeds ……………………………….
	1,0
	5,0

	(c)
Seeds of another kind ……………………………….
	1,0
	5,0

	(d)
Dehulled grass seeds -

(i)
in the case of Boer and German millet ….…
	5,0
	10,0

	(ii)
in the case of other grass seeds …………...
	2,5
	3,5

	(e)
Unthreshed grass seed ……………………………..
	1,0
	2,5


