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Definitions

1.
In these standards and requirements, unless inconsistent with the context, any word or expression to which a meaning has been assigned in the Act, shall have a corresponding meaning and --
"abnormal external moisture" means presence of water, moisture or condensation on 
the surface of the product; 

"address" means a physical address of the owner, packer, importer, manufacturer, or distributor and includes the street or road number exporter or name and the name of the town, village or suburb and, in the case of a farm, the name or number of the farm and of the magisterial district in which it is situated;

"assignee" means a person, undertaking, body, institution, association or board designated under section 2(3) of the Agricultural Product Standards Act, 1990 (Act No.119 of 1990);

"broken kernels" means kernels of which a third of the kernel has been broken off: 
Provided that kernels with less than 1/8 missing are considered as whole;
"bulk container" means a bulk bag or collapsible bin manufactured from any suitable material that is used to transport/store/handle apricot and peach kernels for the purpose of re-packing;
"class" with regard to the presentation or processing of apricot and peach kernels, means apricot kernels and peach kernels collectively or separately, or such kernels which are bitter, sweet, boiled or sulphured;

"close proximity" means in the immediate vicinity of or nearest/ closest/ next to, and which shall not be interrupted or separated by for example any wording, symbols, figures, lines, depictions, etc.;

"consignment" means a quantity of apricot or peach kernels which is delivered at any one time under cover of the same consignment note, delivery note or receipt note or is delivered by the same vehicle or, if such quantity is subdivided into different classes each quantity of each of the different classes;

"container" means the immediate packaging in which apricot and peach kernels are presented for export;
"contents" means everything that is contained in a container;

"Executive Officer" means the officer designated under section 2(1) of the Agricultural Product Standards Act, 1990 (Act No. 119 of 1990);

"foreign matter" means any matter such as but not limit to dirt, stone, hard shells, dead insects and any other matter that does not normally form part of the apricot and peach kernels;

"inspector" means an officer under the control of the Executive Officer, or an assignee or an employee of such an assignee;

"label" means any tag, brand, mark, pictorial, graphic or other descriptive matter, which is written, printed, stencilled, marked, embossed, impressed upon, or permanently attached to a container of apricot and peach kernels, and includes labelling for the purpose of promoting its sale or disposal;

"kernels" means the seeds and part of seeds of apricots and peaches which are obtained by shelling;

"kernel pieces" means kernels which more than a third of the kernel has been broken off; 

"main panel" means that part of the container, outer container or label that bears the brand name or trade mark in greatest prominence or any other part of the container or label that bears the brand or trade name in equal prominence;

"moisture content" means conventionally, the loss in mass of the product, expressed as a percentage by mass;

"mould-infested kernels" means kernels and parts of kernels --
(a)
where mould growth appear and is visible to the naked eye; or 

(b)
which are damaged or discoloured as a result of mould growth;

"outer container" means a carton or any other suitable container which contains one or more containers or bulk containers of apricot and peach kernels;

"packer" means --

(a)
a person dealing in the course of trade with apricot and peach kernels by manufacturing or packing it for sale; and

(b)
a person on behalf of whom such product is manufactured or packed for sale;

"pest-infected kernels" means kernels damaged by insects and/or mite infestation;

"shrivelled/immature kernels" means whole kernels which have a shrivelled, dried-up, grooved or dented appearance: Provided that whole kernels of which the veins are raised or crinkled, shall not be regarded as shrivelled kernels;
"spoiled kernels" means kernels that are --

(a)
unsound;

(b)
brown;

(c)
discoloured and/or stained; and

(d)
glassy in the inner part;
"the Act" means the Agricultural Product Standards Act, 1990 (Act No. 119 of 1990);        and 
"trade mark" means a trade mark as defined in the Trade Marks Act, 1993 (Act No. 194 of 1993). 
Scope

2.
These standards and requirements relate to apricot and peach kernels in respect of which an approval for the export thereof is required in terms of section 4 of the Act.

Requirements for approval

3.
(1)
An approval referred to in section 4 of the Act may be issued in respect of a consignment of apricot and peach kernels if --
(a)
the apricot and peach kernels comply with the classes set out in item 4;

(b)
the apricot and peach kernels have been graded in accordance with the grades set out in item 5;

(c)
the apricot and peach kernels comply with the standards for grades set out in item 6;

(d)
the apricot and peach kernels do not exceed the permissible deviations set out in item 7;

(e)
the containers and outer containers in which the consignment concerned has been packed, comply with the requirements for container and outer containers set out in item 8;

(f)
the consignment concerned has been packed in accordance with the packing requirements set out in item 9;

(g)
the containers in which the consignment concerned have been packed, are marked in accordance with the marking requirements set out in items 11 and 12;
(h)
the samples for inspection are abstracted according to the requirements set out in items 13 to 17;

(i)
the samples are inspected according to the methods of inspection set out in items 18 to 22;

(j)
confirmation has been received that the apricot and peach kernels have been produced, handled and transported according to the Standards regarding Food Hygiene and Food Safety of Regulated Agricultural Food Products of Plant Origin intended for export;
(k)
the consignment concerned has been presented for inspection in accordance with the Regulations regarding Control of the Export of Processed Products; and

(l)
an inspector has after an inspection in terms of the said regulations found that the provisions of these standards and requirements have been complied with in respect of the consignment concerned.

(2)
If an inspector has, after inspection in terms of the said regulations, found that one or more of the provisions of these standards and requirements have not been complied with in respect of the consignment concerned, the consignment shall be -- 
(a)
downgraded to the appropriate lower grade if it fails to comply with the allocated grade specification as set out in item 5:  Provided that the immediate container is not labelled; or

(b)
rejected for export, as a result of the containers being labelled and in non-compliance with any of the other provisions as set out in these standards and requirements.


(3)
The Executive Officer may grant written exemption, entirely or partially to any person on such condition as he or she may deem necessary, from the provisions of subitem (1).

QUALITY STANDARDS

Classes and sizes of apricot and peach kernels

4.
(1)
There shall be four classes of apricot and peach kernels intended for export, namely --

(a)
Bitter apricot and peach kernels;


(b)
Sweet apricot and peach kernels;


(c)
Boiled apricot and peach kernels; and


(d)
Sulphured apricot and peach kernels.

          (2)    Sizing of apricot and peach kernels shall be according to the number of kernels per 100g as follows:
(a) 
Large
          -
≤ 220;

(b)
Medium
-
221 - 320;

(c)
Small 
          -
≥ 321.

          (3)    The sizes of apricot and peach kernels shall be fairly uniform based on the size indicated.

Grades for apricot and peach kernels

5.
(1)
There shall be three grades of apricot and peach kernels intended for export, namely Grade 1, Grade 2 and Grade 3.

(2)
There shall be no grading of broken kernels.

Standards for grades 

6.
(1)
Grade 1, Grade 2 and Grade 3 apricot and peach kernels shall be --
(a) intact: provided that kernels with less than 1/8 missing are considered as whole;

(b) sound, clean and dry;
(c) free from mould-infested kernels, living insects and mites;
(d) free from pest-infected kernels;
(e) free from kernel pieces;
(f) free from rancidity;

(g) free of abnormal external moisture;

(h) free of foreign smell and/or taste;

(i) sufficiently developed and free from shrivelled and immature kernels;
(j) free from spoiled kernels; and
(k) free from foreign matter.
(2)
Sulphured kernels shall not contain more than 2 000 mg per kg sulphur dioxide.


(3)
The moisture content of shelled apricot and peach kernels shall not exceed 6.5% (m/m).


(4)
The class sweet kernels shall not contain any bitter kernels.

Permissible deviations

7.
The maximum permissible deviations for apricot and peach kernels are as follows: 

	Quality factors


	Maximum tolerances allowed – percent by mass 

	
	Grade 1
	Grade 2
	Grade 3

	(a)  Tolerances for produce not satisfying the minimum quality requirements in items 4, 5, and 6(1): Provided that the individual tolerances for the below-mentioned defects are not exceeded:
	5
	10
	15

	(b)  Bitter kernels
	2
	4
	7

	(c)  Rancid, spoiled and pest-infected kernels  
	1
	2
	4

	(d)  Shrivelled and immature kernels
	0.5
	1
	2

	(e)  Broken kernels
	5
	5
	5

	(f)   Foreign matter 
	       0.5
	       1
	      1.5

	(g)  Hazardous foreign objects
	0
	0
	0


REQUIREMENTS FOR CONTAINERS AND OUTER CONTAINERS
8.
(1)
Containers for apricot and peach kernels shall --
(a) be manufactured from a material that --
(i)   is suitable for this purpose;

(ii)   will protect the contents thereof from contamination; and

(iii)   will not impart any undesirable flavour to the contents
             thereof.

(b)
be sufficiently strong that it will not be damaged or deformed (where applicable) during normal storage, handling and transport practices; intact, clean, suitable and strong enough for the packing and normal handling of apricot and peach kernels;

(c)
in the case of a container that is re-used, be thoroughly cleaned, and sterilized before such product are packed therein; and

(d)      be properly closed and sealed in a manner permitted by the nature thereof.
(2)
If containers containing apricot and peach kernels are packed in outer containers, such outer containers shall be clean, neat and intact.

PACKING REQUIREMENTS

9.
Except where stipulated otherwise in these standards and requirements, apricot and peach kernels of different classes or grades shall not be packed together into the same container, bulk container or outer container.
Stacking of containers on pallets

10.
When containers containing apricot and peach kernels are palletised --

(a)
the pallet shall be clean, undamaged and suitable and not transmit any harmful substances that may be injurious to human health;

(b)
pallets manufactured from wood shall be without bark;

(c)
the pallet shall be free from any visible signs of fungus growth;

(d)
the pallet shall be free from Arthropoda infestation;

(e)
the containers shall be stacked firmly and square with each other and the pallet;

(f)
only containers of the same dimensions shall be stacked in the same layer on the pallet; and

(g)
the container shall not be stacked upside-down on the pallet.

MARKING REQUIREMENTS

11.
(1)
Each container or bulk container in which apricot and peach kernels are packed, or a label that has been securely tied or affixed to such a container, shall be clearly and legibly marked and labelled with the following particulars at least in English in detached letters of the same size:
(a) The name or trademark of the packer.

(b) The physical address of the manufacturer or packer: Provided that a postal address with a telephone or cellular phone number may be used instead of the physical address if --
(i)   permissible in the importing country concerned; and

(ii) the importer or buyer is able to, prior to export, provide the inspector with written confirmation in this regard.

(c)
A true description of the contents on the main or front panel thereof: Provided that the follo​wing shall be marked as part of or in close proximity to the true description --
(i) a description which indicates whether the contents consist of apricot or peach kernels or a mixture of apricot and peach kernels, as the case may be; 

(ii)
the class concerned whether bitter, sweet, boiled or sulphured; 

(iii) The size concerned: Provided that the indication thereof is optional; and

(iv) a description "Broken kernels" if the content consists of only broken kernels and kernel pieces. 

(d)
The net mass of the contents as required in terms of the Legal 
Metrology Act, 2914 (Act No. 9 of 2014).
(e)      An indication of the grade on the main panel thereof.

(f)
The country of origin indicated as "Product of South Africa" or wording having a similar meaning: Provided that no abbreviations or the expression "South Africa" on its own shall be used.


(2)
Containers may on request of the importer or buyer, or exporter only be marked with the true description and the particulars prescribed in subitems (1)(c)(i), (c)(iii), (d) and (f): Provided that the exporter shall, prior to inspection furnish the inspector with a written request: Provided further that the export documents are accordingly endorsed with all the required information.
(3)
Packers shall ensure that containers and outer containers are identified with their registration number (e.g. Production Unit Code (PUC); Packhouse Code, Factory Code).

Restricted particulars

12.
No word, mark, trademark, brand name, illustration, depiction or any other method of expression that constitute a misre​presentation, or, directly or by implication, create a misleading impression regarding the contents, or quality or grade, shall appear on a container or outer container containing apricot and peach kernels or on a label attached thereto.
SAMPLING

13.
For the purpose of inspection, grading and sampling for quality control of apricot and peach kernels an inspector shall take such samples of product, material, substance or other article in question as he or she deem necessary.

Obtaining a random sample from the consignment

14.     An inspector shall for the purpose of these standards and requirements abstract a random sample of apricot and peach kernels in the following manner:
(a) Small sample of more or less equal quantities of apricot and peach kernels shall be abstracted by hand set out in item 16 from a number of bags which are at least equal to the square root of the total number of bags in the consign​ment (refer to Table 1).
(b) The samples abstracted will be representative of the whole                               consignment.

(c) The collective sample shall be thoroughly mixed.
(d) Such sample shall consist of at least 5 kg.
Deviating sample

15.
If an inspector should notice during the process of drawing the random samples or during the inspection that any of the quantities of apricot and peach kernels taken from any part of the consignment are obviously inferior to or differ from the samples abstracted from the remainder of the containers, he or she shall base the inspection result only on the samples abstracted from the container of the deviating portion and further samples required for inspection shall be drawn from the deviating portion.

Sampling by hand

16.
A consignment of apricot and peach kernels shall be sampled by hand as follows:

(a)
Open the containers selected from the consignment concerned.

(b)
Insert an opened hand into each container, close the hand into a fist and then withdraw it gradually.

(c)
Place the material thus removed, into a suitable collecting tray.

(d)
Repeat the procedure in paragraph (b) alternately at different depths in each container and place the material so taken in the collecting tray mentioned in paragraph (c).

(e)
Take approximately equal quantities of material from each container selected from the consignment concerned.

(f)
Mix the material so obtained thoroughly and divide it with a sample divider so that the sample of the consignment concerned consist of at least 5 kg.
Obtaining a working sample

17.
(1)
A working sample is obtained by dividing the random or deviating sample with a multiple-slot divider.


(2)
The division of a sample with a multiple-slot divider shall be done by --

(a)
placing the sample in an empty collecting tray;

(b)
placing an empty collecting tray underneath each set of the multiple-slot divider's chutes;

(c)
pouring the sample contained in the collecting tray referred to in paragraph (a) through the multiple-slot divider; and

(d)
repeatedly pouring that part of the sample that is collected at one selected set of chutes, through the multiple-slot divider after the collecting tray in which it was collected has been exchanged for an empty collecting tray, until a working sample of the required size is obtained.
METHODS OF INSPECTION

General
18.
A consignment of apricot and peach kernels or a sample of a consignment concerned shall be examined or chemically analysed in order to determine whether --

(a)
it contains foreign matter;

(b)
it is free from mould-infested kernels, living insects and mites;

(c)
it contains spoiled and pest-infected kernels;

(d)
it contains broken kernels;

(e)
it contains shrivelled and immature kernels;

(f)
the moisture content does not exceeds 6.5% (m/m); and

(g)
the sulphur dioxide content of sulphured apricot and peach kernels does not exceed 2 000 mg/kg.

Determination of contents of spoiled and pest-infected and shrivelled and immature kernels and foreign matter content

19.
(1)
Procedure.
(a)
Weigh a test portion of at least 500 g.

(b)
Examine the test portion visually and carefully. Separate the spoiled and pest-infected and shrivelled and immature kernels, and foreign matter, by hand or using tweezers.

(c)
Weigh each of the following categories separately:

(i)
Spoiled and pest-infected kernels.
(ii)
Shrivelled and immature kernels.

(iii)
Foreign matter.


(2)
Expression of results.

The respective content of each category, expressed as a percentage by mass, is equal to:

m1   x 100

m0
Where:

m0 is the mass, in grams, of the test portion; and

m1 is the mass, in grams, of the category concerned.

Determination of the percentage of broken kernels

20.
The percentage of broken kernels is determined as follows:

(a)
Obtain duplicate of at least 500 g from the random sample of the consignment.
(b)
Sort the working sample in such a manner that the broken kernels are retained separately from the whole kernels.

(c)
Determine the mass of the broken kernels so obtained in each of the working samples and express as a percentage of the mass of the working sample.

(d)
Determine the average of the percentages of the broken kernels.

(e)
Such percentages represent the percentage of the broken kernels in the consignment concerned.

Determination of moisture content

21.
The determination of the moisture content shall be done by means of a suitable, validated method that is fit for the purpose.

Determination of sulphur dioxide content

22.
The determination of sulphur dioxide content shall be done by means of a suitable, validated method that is fit for the purpose.

TABLE 1

(ITEM 14)

For consignments containing more than 10 000 containers, (a) equals the square root of N, rounded of upwards.

	N
	a
	N
	a
	N
	a

	101…121
	11
	1601…1681
	41
	4901…5041
	71

	122…144
	12
	1682…1764
	42
	5042…5184
	72

	145…169
	13
	1765…1849
	43
	5185…5329
	73

	170…196
	14
	1850…1936
	44
	5330…5476
	74

	197…225
	15
	1937…2025
	45
	5477…5625
	75

	226…256
	16
	2026…2116
	46
	5626…5776
	76

	257…289
	17
	2117…2209
	47
	5777…5929
	77

	290…324
	18
	2210…2304
	48
	5930…6084
	78

	325…361
	19
	2305…2401
	49
	6085…6241
	79

	362…400
	20
	2402…2500
	50
	6242…6400
	80

	401…441
	21
	2501…2601
	51
	6401…6561
	81

	442…484
	22
	2604…2704
	52
	6562…6724
	82

	485…529
	23
	2705…2809
	53
	6725…6889
	83

	530…576
	24
	2810…2916
	54
	6890…7056
	84

	577…625
	25
	2917…3025
	55
	7057…7225
	85

	626…676
	26
	3026…3136
	56
	7226…7396
	86

	677…729
	27
	3137…3249
	57
	7397…7569
	87

	730…784
	28
	3250…3364
	58
	7570…7744
	88

	785…841
	29
	3365…3481
	59
	7745…7921
	89

	842…900
	30
	3842…3600
	60
	7922…8100
	90

	901…961
	31
	3601…3721
	61
	8101…8281
	91

	962…1024
	32
	3722…3844
	62
	8282…8464
	92

	1025…1089
	33
	3845…3969
	63
	8465…8649
	93

	1090…1156
	34
	3970…4096
	64
	8650…8836
	94

	1157…1225
	35
	4097…4225
	65
	8837…9025
	95

	1226…1296
	36
	4226…4356
	66
	9026…9216
	96

	1297…1369
	37
	4357…4489
	67
	9217…9409
	97

	1370…1444
	38
	4490…4624
	68
	9410…9604
	98

	1445…1521
	39
	4625…4761
	69
	9605…9801
	99

	1522...1600
	40
	4762…4900
	70
	9802…10000
	100


N
-
Total number of bulk containers in a consignment.

a
-
Number of bulk containers to be sampled (square root).


