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Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism
IN ATTENDANCE
Ms W P Mandivenyi



Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism 

Ms L Segooa




Department of Science and Technology (DST)

Ms C Arendse 



Department of Agriculture

Ms G Christians                                          
Department of Agriculture

Ms E Jantjies




Department of Agriculture 

Ms R Chanda




Department of Health

Ms K C Malakalaka



Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism
Mr S Mokhothu



Department of Agriculture

Ms P Kershaw                                                Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism

	NO.
	SUBJECT
	RESOLUTION
	FOR ATTENTION

	1.
	OPENING AND WELCOME


	The Chairperson welcomed those present to the last meeting of this calendar year and in particular Ms L Segooa of the Department of Science and Technology who is standing in for Ms G Zwane who is currently on maternity leave.

	

	
	
	The EC expressed great sadness at the passing away of Ms Idah Molepo of the Office of the Registrar and indicated that her family is in their thoughts and prayers.

Ms G Zwane of the Department of Science and Technology was congratulated on the new arrival.


	

	2.
	ATTENDANCE REGISTER AND APOLOGIES


	(i) The attendance register was circulated to everyone present for signature and no apologies were presented.
(ii) The Council noted that DEAT currently does not have an official member on the EC but does have a representative in attendance.
(iii) The Chairperson also indicated that DoL has registered a vacancy in their representation in the EC.

	

	3.


	ADDITIONS TO AND ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
	The agenda was adopted with the following additions:
7.10
Trial size for cotton (Registrar)

7.11
Training the trainer (DoH)

7.12
AfricaBio Workshop (DEAT)


	

	4.
	APPROVAL OF THE RECORD OF PROC​EE​DINGS OF 23 SEPTEMBER 2008


	The proceedings of the meeting of 23 September 2008 was approved with the following amendments:

P. 15, 7.3 (v):  Correct “loose” to “lose”.

P16, 7.5 (ii) Change “D:” to “Directorate”.


	

	5.
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PROCEEDINGS 


	
	


	NO.
	SUBJECT
	RESOLUTION
	FOR ATTENTION

	5.1

	Feedback on appeals lodged under the GMO Act (DoA)
	(i) The EC recalled the decision of the Minister on the recommendation of the Appeal  Board regarding the application for CSIR-06/005:  Contained use of GM Sorghum, namely  that the permit may be issued subject to the use of a level 3 containment facility and the provision of additional information on the long term goals of the project.
(ii) The EC noted that no feedback has been received with regard the appeal decision of  ARC: IIC-06/001:  Contained use of GM Cassava 
	Registrar

Registrar

	5.2

	Update on outcome of Argentina fact finding mission


	
(i)
The EC noted that the Chairperson was unofficially informed that a Bi-
national Commission (BNC) meeting will take place in Argentina at the
                  beginning of December 2008 for which attendance by DoA and DEAT has
                  been approved.

(ii) The EC noted that the Directorate:  International Relations of the DoA have set up a meeting with DST to consolidate research opportunities to be discussed at the proposed BNC and that they are requested to consider recent challenges and to submit proposals for discussion to the OoR.
(iii) The EC decided that the OoR will circulate a request for inputs with a due date of 18 November 2008

	Registrar

OoR



	5.3

	Syngenta-08/096: Commodity clearance of maize MIR604xGA21

(Registrar)


	The EC noted that Syngenta forwarded the additional information that was requested to be submitted to the AC and that the Chairperson of that committee will provide the OoR with the final recommendation document by Friday, 30 October 2008.
	AC Chairperson


	5.4
	Appointment of AC members (Registrar)
	(i) The EC noted the following with regard to the appointment of AC members, namely:-

a) The recommendation for the appointment of a candidate as an Advisory Committee member is with the Minister for consideration.

b) Interviews will be conducted to finalise the appointment of additional Advisory Committee members
	Registrar

Registrar

AC Chair



	5.5

5.6
	Pioneer 08/336: Commodity clearance- Soybean 35604 (Registrar) AND

Pioneer 08/340: Commodity clearance-Soybean 305423 (Registrar)


	(i) The EC recalled that the OoR has requested additional information from the applicant and that DoH would only after receipt thereof, directly interact with the applicant regarding the labelling requirements (pertaining to the technical aspects) and how it will be adhered to, once the application has been approved.

(ii) The EC noted that the matter of the high oleic acid content was addressed by the applicant and also, indicated that the application should be considered by a nutritionist.  .  


	OoR & DoH
OoR & DoH

	5.7
	Commodities (Registrar)
	(i) The EC noted that the project for the development of standards for handling of and processes around commodities, has been approved by SABS STANDARDS who will undertake said development.


	OoR



	5.8
	Pioneer permit conditions (permit 17/3(2/08/148) (Registrar)
	(i) The EC noted that the permit conditions for permit 17/3(2/08/148) will be upheld.

	OoR

	5.9


	Feedback on Agricultural Biotech Course (USDA) (DoA, DoH, the dti)


	(i) 
The EC noted  some of the highlights reported on by Mss. Chanda, Jantjies 
and Koekemoer  on the Agricultural Biotech Course they attended, namely:-
· The course was informative and a lot was learned particularly regarding the regulatory system.


	

	6.

	NEW APPLICATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED BY EC


	
	

	6.1
	Bayer 08/010:  Trial release of cotton, GLYTOLxLLCotton25
	The Council recommended approval of the application of Bayer 08/010:  Trial release of cotton, GLYTOLxLLCotton25.

	OoR



	6.2
	Bayer – 08/007:  Trial release of cotton, GLYTOLxLLCotton25


	The Council recommended approval of the application of Bayer – 08/007:  Trial release of cotton, GLYTOL.

	OoR

	6.3
	Bayer – 08/006:  Trial release of cotton, T304-40
	The Council recommended approval of the application of Bayer – 08/006:  Trial 
release of cotton, T304-40 subject to the additional permit requirements.

	OoR


	6.4

	Monsanto 08/516:  Import of Soybeans, MON89788 (RR2 Yield)
	The Council recommended approval of the application of Monsanto – 08/516: Import of Soybean, MOPN89788 (RR2Yield) subject to additional information.
	OoR

	6.5
	Monsanto 08/459:  Trial release of maize event
	The Council did not recommend approval of the application of Monsanto 08/459:  Trial release of maize event application for reasons stated in the letter of the AC.  The applicant however can resubmit once those reasons have been addressed.

	OoR


	6.6
	Monsanto 08/518:  Import of Maize MON89034 and stack MON89034xNK603
	The EC approved the application of Monsanto 08/518:  Import of Maize MON89034 and stack MON89034xNK603 subject to the provision of the additional information required by the AC.

	OoR



	6.7
	Pioneer 08/362:  Import and contained use of Maize 98140xMON810
	The EC approved the application by Pioneer 08/362:  Import and contained use of Maize subject to a finalisation of import requirements.

	OoR & Chairperson of the AC

	6.8
	PPD08/001:  Trial Release of intranasal vaccine (MEDI-534)
	The EC approved the application PPD08/001:  Trial Release of 
intranasal vaccine (MEDI-534) subject to MCC and the relevant ethics committee     approval.


	OoR



	6.9
	SASRI 08/012:  Trial release of GM sugarcane NCo310, lines 2-1-2-1 and 2-1-5-3
	The EC approved the application by SASRI 08/012:  Trial release of GM sugarcane NCo310, lines 2-1-2-1 and 2-1-5-3 subject to the risk management issues being included in the permit conditions and the status of the facility.

	OoR



	6.10
	SASRI 08/010:  Extension permit of GM sugarcane (NCo310)
	The EC reserved a decision on the application of SASRI 08/010:  Extension permit of GM sugarcane (NCo310). 

	OoR



	6.11
	SASRI 08/011:  Trial release of GM sugarcane NCo310
	The EC reserved a decision on the application of SASRI 08/011:  Trial release of GM sugarcane NCo310.  
	OoR

	6.12
	Syngenta: 08/097:  Commodity clearance of triple stacked Maize Bt11xMIR604xGA21
	The EC reserved a decision on the application of Syngenta: 08/097: Commodity clearance of triple stacked Maize Bt11xMIR604XGA21pending the consultation of a allergen expert as well as additional information from the applicant.
	OoR

	6.13
	Syngenta 08/095:  Commodity clearance of Maize Bt11xMIR604
	The EC decided that the approval of the application is pending a decision on commodity clearance and a review by an allergen expert.
	OoR



	7
	GENERAL
	
	

	7.1
	Regulatory and policy development
	(i)
     The EC noted that  the National Assembly referred the Consumer 

     Protection Bill back to the National Council of Provinces for further 

     inputs and that the clause on the mandatory labelling of all foodstuffs 
  
     derived from GM and containing GMOs, is not included in the Bill until it 
     has again been considered by the NCOP.
(ii) The EC noted that at the last AC meeting it was discussed that the OECD decided to develop test guidelines for the 90-day Standards Rodent Study that includes GMOs.

(iii) The EC noted that the dti is the focal point for OECD and Ms E   Koekemoer take up this matter and provide the OoR with information.


	OoR

the dti

	7.2
	Contained field trial:  Pannar (Registrar)
	(i) The EC noted that in 2006, they took a decision that cotton trials would not exceed a total of 0.5 ha as this would be sufficient to generate the required data.

(ii) The EC noted that a  standard allowance should be applied for both cotton and maize trial in terms of import requirements
(iii) After an in depth discussion the EC decided that from a risk management perspective, isolation distances have to be maintained.

	

	7.3
	Extension of ARC Cassava permit 17/3(3/07/038)  (Registrar)
	(i) The EC decided that the extension will be considered once an application is submitted by ARC and will be considered at their first meeting in 2009.  
	OoR



	7.4
	Monitoring plan for general release (Registrar)
	(i) The EC noted that a monitoring plan must be submitted with every general release application in order for it to be reviewed in parallel with the application.


	OoR

	7.5
	Impact study for Bt Cotton and Bt Maize in SA (for noting only)
	The EC noted that the DoA commissioned an Impact study for Bt Cotton and Bt Maize in SA. Once the final report is received it will be submitted to the EC.

	OoR


	7.6
	Questionnaire:  Global Regimes and Domestic Policymaking:  Case studies of Agricultural Biotechnology and Intellectual Property Rights in SA (Registrar)

	The EC noted the request by a student of the University of the Witwatersrand for participation in the questionnaire and decided that members may respond in their personal and individual capacities.
	OoR 

	7.7
	Isolation distances (Registrar)
	(i)
The EC noted that the basic recommendation is that there should be an 
increase in isolation distances and additional distance precautions when 
applying time isolation and where the detasseling approach is opted for.
(ii)
The EC noted that henceforth this will be a standard permit condition for 
GMO maize trials.

 
	OoR

	7.8
	EC decision document format for BCH (Registrar)
	(i) The EC noted that progress has been made with the Bio-safety Clearing House.

	OoR

	7.9
	Status of GM commodity approval process request from AFMA (DoA)

	This item was addressed and minuted under 5.7 (ix) above.
	OoR

	7.10
	Trial size for cotton (Registrar)

	This item was addressed and minuted under 7.2 (ii) above.
	OoR

	7.11
	Training the Trainer Workshop (DoH)
	(i) The EC noted that a person from the CSIR made a document titled “GM Food Safety Assessment Tools for Trainers” available to the DoH.  It is deducted that she would have wanted DoH to initiate a workshop to propagate the process of using this document in SA.
(ii) The EC noted that the matter was referred to Mr Thapsana at the DoA to take the matter to the Inter-departmental Liaison Committee on FAO.
 
	

	7.12 
	AfricaBio Workshop
	The EC noted that AfricaBio will be hosting a workshop on The Management of Low level presence of GMOs on 12 November 2008 at the Centurion Lake Hotel.

	

	8
	Date of the next meeting
	(i)
    The EC noted that the next meeting is scheduled for 27 January 2009.


	EC



	9
	Closure
	The meeting was concluded at 13:15.
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