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PRESENT

Dr J Jaftha (Chairperson)


Department of Agriculture (DoA) 

Mr Ben Durham                                              Department of Science and Technology (DST)

Mr A Pretorius




Department of Health (DoH)

Ms E Koekemoer (from 09:45)

Department of Trade and Industry (the dti)


Ms E L Marshall (Secretariat)


Department of Agriculture (DoA)


APOLOGIES
Dr G Bouwer                                                  Chairperson of the Advisory Committee (AC) under the GMO Act, 1997

Ms W P Mandivenyi



Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEAT) 

VACANT
Representative



Department of Labour (DoL)
Representative 



Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEAT)
IN ATTENDANCE
Ms C Arendse 



Department of Agriculture

Ms G Christians                                          
Department of Agriculture

Ms E Jantjies




Department of Agriculture 

Ms R Chanda




Department of Health

Ms K C Malakalaka



Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism
Mr S Mokhothu



Department of Agriculture

Ms P Kershaw                                                Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism

	NO.
	SUBJECT
	RESOLUTION
	FOR ATTENTION

	1.
	OPENING AND WELCOME


	The Chairperson welcomed those present and congratulated Ms Chanda on her birthday.

	

	2.
	ATTENDANCE REGISTER AND APOLOGIES


	The attendance register was circulated to everyone present for signature and apologies were presented for Dr G Bouwer and Ms W Mandivenyi.  

	

	3.


	ADDITIONS TO AND ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
	The agenda was adopted with the following additions:
7.7
Austrian study on infertility in mice

7.8
Feedback on meeting with Muffy Koch



	

	4.
	APPROVAL OF THE RECORD OF PROC​EE​DINGS OF 28 OCTOBER 2008


	The proceedings of the meeting of 28 October 2008 was amended and approved. 


	

	5.
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PROCEEDINGS 


	
	


	NO.
	SUBJECT
	RESOLUTION
	FOR ATTENTION

	5.1

	Feedback on appeals lodged under the GMO Act (DoA)
	(i) The EC noted that the CSIR has responded to the request to submit additional information regarding the application for CSIR-06/005:  Contained use of GM Sorghum for further evaluation and that the permit will be issued and the Minister informed accordingly.
(ii) The EC requested that they be informed on the outcome of the further evaluation of the application by the AC Review Committee.
(iii) The EC noted that a decision regarding the application ARC: IIC-06/001:  Contained use of GM Cassava is still pending.

	Registrar

Registrar

Registrar



	5.2

	Update on outcome of Argentina fact finding mission (DoA)

	
The EC noted that a Bi-national Commission (BNC) meeting took place in Argentina on 2-3 December 2009 and that it was agreed that a regional workshop will be hosted in SA during last quarter of 2009 or the first quarter of 2010 and the SADC regulators will be able to participate.

	Registrar



	5.3

	Commodities (Registrar, DEAT, DST, the dti, DoH)
	(i) The EC noted that confirmation has been received that the committee for the development of standards for handling of and processes around commodities, has been established and that the first meeting of the committee is scheduled for 23 February 2009.
(ii) The EC noted that a draft standard document is available for discussion at the meeting of 23 February 2009.

(iii) The EC noted that the Registrar and EC members from DEAT, DST, the dti and DoH visited a port in Cape Town and a mill in Malmesbury to observe and gain first hand experience around the discharge of commodities from ships and milling processes.


	

	5.4
	Appointment of AC members
	(i) The EC noted that process of appointing AC members is still in progress.  

	OoR


	5.5

5.6
5.7

5.8
	Syngenta – 08/096:  Commodity clearance of maize MIR604xGA21 (Registrar)

AND
Syngenta – 08/097:  Commodity clearance of triple stacked Maize Bt11xMIR604xGA21 (Registrar)
AND
Pioneer 08/336:  Commodity clearance – Soybean 356043 (Registrar)

AND
Pioneer 08/340:  Commodity clearance – Soybean 305423


	(i) The EC noted that all four of these applications are currently being considered by an allergen expert and nutritionist and that reports are awaited on all four of these applications.

	OoR



	5.9
	ARC IIC 08/002:  Extension of permit 17/3(3/07/038) for the authorisation for the contained use of genetically modified organisms: Manihot esculenta Crantz
	(i) The EC decided to approve the application by the ARC for the extension of permit 17/3(3/07/038) for contained use of Cassava for 12 months pending the outcome of the appeal.  
	OoR


	5.10 

5.11
	SASRI 08/011:  Trial release of GM Sugarcane NCo310, lines 2-1-2-1 and 2-1-5-3 (Registrar)

AND
SASRI 08/010:  Fast track of GM sugarcane (NCo310)  (Registrar)


	(i) The EC reserved a decision on the application SASRI 08/012:  Trial release of GM Sugarcane NCo310, lines 2-1-2-1 and 2-1-5-3.

(ii) The EC reserved a decision on  the application SASRI 08/010: Fast track of GM sugarcane (NCo310) 

	OoR
OoR 


	6.

	NEW APPLICATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED BY EC


	
	

	6.1
	Bayer 08/009:  Trial release of cotton, Glytol x Twinlink
	The EC approved the application Bayer 08/009:  Trial release of cotton, Glytol x Twinlink providing isolation distances are adhered to. 
	OoR


	6.2
	Bayer 08/011:  Trial release of cotton, Bollgard x LLCotton 25
	The EC approved the application Bayer 08/0011:  Trial release of cotton, 
 Bollgard x LLCotton 25 providing isolation distances are adhered to. 
	OoR

	6.3
	Bayer 08/012:  Trial release of cotton, Twinlink
	The EC approved the application Bayer 08/012:  Trial release of cotton, Twinlink providing isolation distances are adhered to. 
	OoR


	6.4

	Bayer 08/016:  Export of Cotton event Bollgard x LLCotton 25 
	The EC approved the application Bayer 08/016:  Export of Cotton event Bollgard x LLCotton 25 subject to the necessary import approval from the USA. 
	OoR

	6.5
	Bayer 08/017:  Export of Cotton event Glytol x LL Cotton 25
	The EC approved the application Bayer 08/017:  Export of Cotton event Glytol x LLCotton 25 subject to the necessary import approval from the USA.
	OoR

	6.6
	Monsanto 08/470:  Trial release of Maize event MON89034 and MON89034 x NK603
	The EC decided a decision on the application Monsanto 08/470:  Trial release of Maize event MON89034 and MON89034 x NK603 is pending and deferred to the next meeting.

	OoR


	6.7
	Monsanto 08/546:  Extension of trial of MON89034 under permit 17/3(4/06/250)
	The EC reserved a decision on the application Monsanto 08/546:  Extension of trial of MON89034 under permit 17/3(4/06/250) pending submission of additional information. 
	OoR


	6.8 &
6.10
	Pioneer 08/360:  Import and contained use of Maize TC1507

AND

Pioneer 08/361:  Import and contained use of Maize 98140
	The EC  reserved a decision on Pioneer 08/360: Import and contained use of Maize TC1507 and Pioneer 08/361: Import and contained used of Maize 98140, is pending until the outstanding issued raised by Council Members have been addressed,
  
	OoR


	6.9
	Pioneer 09/382:  Export application for 98140 maize
	The EC approved the application Pioneer 09/382:  Export application for 98140 maize. 
 
	OoR

	6.11
	Triclinium 09/019:  Import of VIR201 vaccine
	The EC approved the  application Triclinium 09/019: Import of VIR201 vaccine 
	OoR


	7
	GENERAL
	
	

	7.1
	Regulatory and policy development (All)
	(i) The EC noted that  the Intellectual Property Rights from Public Funded


Research Bill is now an Act and has implications for all technology 
development funded (even in part) by Government.

(ii)
The EC requested the dti to determine the status of the Consumer Protection 
 Bill and to inform the EC accordingly.

	OoR

the dti and OoR


	7.2
	Liability and Redress (Registrar)
	(i) The EC noted that DEAT has circulated a document regarding Liability and 
Redress to EC members requesting their inputs by 6 February 2009.
(ii) The EC requested DEAT to provide them with the actual text.
(iii) The EC noted that at the next meeting there will be a comprehensive briefing in this regard.


	EC members
DEAT

DEAT



	7.3
	General planning calendar 2009/2010 (Registrar)


	(i)
The EC noted that the following issues have been placed on the EC planning 
calendar 2009/2010  namely:-

-
Pharma crops

-
Visit to a port in Durban

-
Workshop on providing the public insight into the activities and 


decisions of the EC in order to promote transparency.

(iii)
The EC noted that the FAO activity on Training the Trainer Workshop was 
referred back to DoA for follow-up.

	

	7.4
	Permit non-compliance
(Registrar)
	The EC noted three reports of permit non-compliance.
.
	OoR


	7.5
	GMO Appeal Guidelines
	The EC noted that guidelines for the appeal process were developed and that these guidelines will be tabled at the EC meeting of 3 March 2009.


	EC members & OoR

	7.6
	CSIR invitation:  Sorghum project
	The EC indicated that at this point the invitation to meet with CSIR and visit their proposed trial site would have to be declined.

	OoR



	7.7
	Austrian study on infertility in mice
	The EC noted that a report on an Austrian study on infertility in mice and which has not been published has been made available to the  AC members 
	OoR & AC Chairperson

	7.8
	Meeting with Muffy Koch
	The EC noted that the OoR had a meeting with Muffy Koch which resulted in valuable interaction. 
	

	8
	Date of the next meeting
	The date for the next meeting is scheduled for 3 March 2009. Departments who have problems around this date must take it up with the OoR.

	DoH, the dti & OoR

	9
	Closure
	The meeting was concluded at 12:20

	


Approved by Chairperson





Approved by Registrar

Dr J Jaftha








Ms G Christians
Name
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