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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL UNDER GMO ACT, ACT NO. 15 OF 1997, HELD ON

 15 JULY 2008, HARVEST HOUSE, ROOM 332, PRETORIA


PRESENT

Mr B Durham
 (Chairperson)


Department of Science and Technology (DST)

Dr G Bouwer
 




Chairperson of the Advisory Committee (AC) under GMO Act, 1997 
Mr A Pretorius




Department of Health (DoH)

Ms E Koekemoer




Department of Trade and Industry (the dti)


Ms E L Marshall (Secretariat)


Department of Agriculture (DoA)
ABSENT

Department of Labour (DoL)


Vacant
Ms L Sello 





Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEAT)

IN ATTENDANCE
Ms W P Mandivenyi




Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism 

Ms S C Kershaw




Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism

Ms SMG Zwane 




Department of Science and Technology 

Ms R Chanda




Department of Health

Ms C Arendse 




Department of Agriculture

Ms G Christians




Department of Agriculture

Ms E Jantjies





Department of Agriculture 

Ms I Molepo





Department of Agriculture 

Mr S Mokhothu




Department of Agriculture

Ms K Malakalaka




Department of Agriculture

	NO.
	SUBJECT
	RESOLUTION
	FOR ATTENTION

	1.
	OPENING AND WELCOME


	The Chairperson welcomed everybody present.

	

	2.
	ATTENDANCE REGISTER AND APOLOGIES


	The attendance register was circulated for signature.

	

	3.


	ADDITIONS TO AND ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
	The agenda was adopted with the addition of:-
7.4 Permit conditions
7.5 SANBI  Workshop

7.6 USDA Outreach Activities


	

	4.
	APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF
4 MARCH 2008

	The minutes of the meeting of 4 March 2008 was accepted as a true reflection of what transpired after the following amendments: 
P11, 7.6 (i) to read:  The Council noted the report by Mr Durham on the AfricaBio Bio-safety Workshop held at the end of February 2008.  The workshop purpose was to critically evaluate the publishing of the bio-safety processes in South Africa and various Government Departments made presentations.
P11, 7.6 (ii):  replace “outcomes” with “recommendations”.


	

	5.

5.1

5.2

5.3
5.4

5.5

5.6

7.
 7.1
7.2
7.3

7.4
7.5

7.6
8.
9.
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF 4 MARCH 2008
Study by the dti (the dti)
Bayer – 07/002:  Commodity clearance of LLCOTTON25
Syngenta – 07/093 Trial release of maize GA21 and stacked Bt11xGA21
Syngenta – 07/094:  Contained use (storage) of GA21 and stacked Bt11xGA21
Syngenta – 08/096:  Commodity clearance of maize MIR604xGA21
Merial – 07/001:  General release of GM poultry vaccine (VAXXXITEK HVT+IBD)
GENERAL
Appointment of 3 AC members (Registrar)
Replacement of Department of Labour representative 
Feedback:  Commodity clearance workshop/Port visit 
Permit conditions
SANBI Workshop
Capacity Building
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
CLOSURE
	(i) The EC noted that the dti will decision will communicated to the Department of Agriculture via the DG of the dti.
The EC noted the feedback from the Registrar that she has been in contact with Cotton SA and the Cotton Textile Manufacturers’ Association who have indicated that they do not have a concern with the GMO itself but have concerns about the origins as well as to why someone would want to import GM meal and/or linters.  They also had concerns about the oil being imported.  This must measure up to grade and staple as cotton is bought on either description and/or on type.
.

The Council approved the application - Syngenta – 07/093 Trial release of maize GA21 and stacked Bt11xGA21 subject to the adherence of the concerns raised.

The Council approved the application - Syngenta – 07/094:  Contained use (storage) of GA21 and stacked Bt11xGA21 for registration of facility only.
The Council noted that additional information was distributed to EC members for discussion with the new applications to be tabled at the next meeting.
The Council recommended approval of the application - Merial – 07/001:  General release of GM poultry vaccine (VAXXXITEK HVT+IBD) subject to approval by Act 36 and /or MCC 
During the discussion regarding the replacement of members of the Advisory Committee under the GMO Act, the following emanated:-

(i) A concern was raised about the possible involvement of a committee member attached to a State-owed Enterprise (SoE) when an application from that SoE is received for consideration by the EC.

(ii) Furthermore; during the discussion of the compilation of the Advisory Committee in terms of the GMO Act, Act No.15 of 1997, the EC that the AC must consist of 10 members of whom 2 have to be public servants and 8 scientists and of whom all must have expertise on biotechnology. 
(iii) The EC noted that any person appointed by the Minister falls within the public service and is thus seen as a public servant, therefore the CEO of a SoE for instance is seen as a public servant.
(iv) The OoR reminded the EC that the candidates submitted for the replacement of the three AC members, are currently serving on sub-committee level, and was recommended by the AC and that the previous candidate appointed as a representative for the public service, is an employee of a SoE (ARC).

(v) The EC noted that the work ethic of the OoR is that should they receive an application from a SoE and an employee of that SoE is an AC member, that specific person will not be requested to serve on the review panel for that application.
(vi) In view of another interpretation that a public servant is appointed in terms of the Public Service Amendment Act 30 of 2007, it was decided that the OoR should seek a legal opinion in this regard and report at the next EC meeting.
(vii) The EC requested the OoR to, for their next meeting; submit a list of current AC members (including sub-committee members) and their expertise, which will allow for the EC to discuss and advise the OoR on the most representative appointments to serve as AC members.

(viii) The EC decided to nominate one person in the grouping of scientist.
(ix) The EC also decided that they should provide the OoR with additional information which will allow for the current pool of expertise to be extended.

The EC noted that the previous DoL representative is no longer in the employ of that Department and that the OoR awaits the nomination of a representative from DoL.
The EC noted the OoR is attempting to organise a port visit toward the end of July, beginning August 2008 and will circulate a possible date to EC members.
The EC noted that Syngenta has submitted an application to conduct the exact same trial on the exact same spot and decided that since they will not be fulfilling the permit conditions of the previous trial, the EC cannot approve their application.

(i) The EC noted the report by DEAT that they are pleased that SANBI is taking on a GMO monitoring mandate and will be holding their first workshop in November 2008.

(ii) The EC noted that scientists and especially the AC are urged to participate in this workshop.

(iii) The EC indicated that participation by AC members might present a conflict of interest and requested that for that reason, once an agenda for the workshop has been developed, it be discussed with the Chairperson of the AC before a decision on AC participation in the workshop can be reached.
(i) The EC noted that, as part of the ongoing capacity building initiatives, the USDA-FAS has offered to engage with the EC to provide risk assessment experts to engage with the EC. 
(ii) The EC indicated that they would want to engage with GMO experts on pharma plants (risk assessment issues), micro-organisms (general release issues and experiences with risk assessment) and vaccines.
(iii) The EC requested the OoR to organise such an interaction at an EC meeting and invite AC members to attend.

The date for the next meeting is 29 July 2008.
The meeting was concluded at 10:55.

	OoR
OoR

OoR

OoR

OoR

OoR




Approved by Acting Chairperson




Approved by Registrar

Mr B Durham








Ms G Christians
Name









Name

……………………………………………………….


…………………………………………………..

Signature








Signature

Date:
   ……………………………………………..


Date:  …………………………………………..
1
7

