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	NO.
	SUBJECT
	RESOLUTION
	FOR ATTENTION

	1.
	OPENING AND WELCOME

	The Chairperson welcomed those present at the meeting. The Director Biosafety welcomed Prof Williamson and introduced her presentation on vaccines.
	

	2.
	ATTENDANCE REGISTER AND APOLOGIES

	The attendance register was circulated to everyone present for signature.

	

	3.


	ADDITIONS TO AND ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
	The agenda was adopted with the following additions:

7.7 Extension permits
	

	4.
	APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF 06 May 2008

	Minutes were approved with subject to corrections as highlighted at the meeting. 

	

	5.
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PROCEEDINGS OF 6 MAY 2008


	
	

	5.1
	Risk assessment of stacked plant biotechnology products and Ecological Risk  Assesment (DEAT)


	During the discussion the EC :

(i) Noted  that the content of the ERA document will be incorporated into

     the GMO application forms.

(ii) Noted that in future a separate environmental dossier will be submitted as part of the application.


	Registrar

	5.2
	Study by the DTI and GMO commodity clearance workshop(the dti, DoA)


	The meeting was informed of the status of follow up actions resulting from the Commodity Clearance meeting held on 2 July 2008. Feedback was provided regarding the ongoing investigation into GMO testing facilities and the development of standards on imports for GM commodities. The registrar reported that GM commodity importers have been requested to submit updated protocols and procedures for GMO handling processes at the Ports of entry and that this information would be circulated to EC members for further consideration / decisions regarding commodity clearance. The registrar also indicated that she would continue to follow up on a possible Port visit for the EC. 

	DoA, Registrar

	5.3


	Feedback on Appeals lodged under the GMO Act  (DAO)


	The EC noted that that there was still no feedback with regard to pending appeals.


	Registrar



	5.4


	Update on outcome of Argentina fact finding  Mission (DOA)


	The meeting noted that that the DoA will be engaging with Argentina at an upcoming bilateral meeting. The dates of the meeting have yet to be confirmed.
	Chairperson



	5.5
	HVTN 503( (IAVI report)

(All).


	The EC decided that the Triclinium permit include the following additional permit condition: The applicant needs to monitor HIV prevalence amongst trial participants.
	Registrar

	5.6
	Syngenta-08/096: Commodity clearance of maize MIR604xGA21

(Registrar)


	The EC decided that additional information provided by the applicant should be referred to the Advisory Committee for further review.  


	Registrar

	5.7
	Merial- 07/001: General release of GM poultry vaccine(VAXXITEK)


	The EC granted approval for the activity subject to approval being obtained under the Fertilizers, Farm Feeds and Stock Remedies Act, 1947 (Act 36 of 1947) and the Medicines Control Council.


	

	5.8
	Monitoring  Plan  (All)


	The EC noted that the Advisory Committee is currently reviewing a Post Monitoring Framework Plan and will provide feedback to Executive Council.  

The Syngenta plan will be reviewed once the framework is finalised as it will serve as a basis for all general release monitoring plans, including Syngenta.
	AC chair

	5.9
	Planning Calender
	The EC agreed to the following:

(i) To offer an induction programme for new AC and sub committee members back to back with the risk assessment training being offered by the USDA. The AC chairperson, Registrar and D: Biosafety were tasked with the development of a concept document for risk assessment training by the USDA. 
(ii) The registrar will endeavour to plan a port visit before the next EC meeting.
	Registrar

AC Chair

DBS



	5.10
	Appointment of AC members


	The EC was informed that a legal opinion regarding the appointment of AC members from the public sector was submitted to Legal Services and that a response is still outstanding. 

The EC decided that :

(i) Nominations from SANBI are considered for appointment to the sub committee.

(ii) That the list of AC members be distributed for consideration of required expertise.
(iii) That the Registrar and AC chair consult regarding possible nominations
	Registrar

AC Chair



	6
	NEW APPLICATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED BY EC


	
	

	6.1
	Pioneer 08/336:Commodity clearance-Soybean 356043


	The EC defers its decision on this application pending a decision of the Executive Council on commodity clearance applications.


	OoR

	6.2
	Pioneer 08/340: Commodity clearance-soybean 305423


	The EC defers its decision on this application pending a decision of the Executive Council on commodity clearance applications
	OoR

	6.3
	Pioneer 08/341 Import and Trial release Maize 98140


	The Council recommended approval of the application - Pioneer – 08/341:  Import and trial release of Maize 98140 subject to adherence of additional requirements.

	OoR

	6.4
	Monsanto 08/437: Import –Maize event MON89034


	The Council recommended approval of the application - Monsanto – 08/437:  Import of Maize event MON89034.


	OoR

	6.5
	Ceva 07/001: General release GM poultry vaccine


	The Council recommended approval of the application - CEVA – 07/001:  General release GM poultry vaccine subject to approval by Act 36 and /or MCC 

	OoR

	6.6
	Wits 08/021: Import and Trial release  SAAVI HIV vaccine


	The Council defers its decision on this application until additional information has been supplied by the applicant. 
	OoR

	7
	General
	
	

	7.1
	Feedback COP-MOP4(DEAT)
	The EC was informed of the status of Liability and Redress discussions that were held at the COP/MOP Meeting in Germany in May 2008. DEAT indicated that EC members will be requested to provide inputs toward a country position statement. The next Liability and Redress meeting is scheduled for February 2009 and it is expected that the national position be approved prior to the COP meeting. 

	DEAT

	7.2
	Regulatory and Policy Developments (All)


	The EC was informed of the following:

· DEAT: NEMA amendments are currently before parliament.  Amendments include changes to Section 78 where reference to EIA is being replaced with Environmental Authorisation and the mandate of SANBI is being clarified in terms of general surveillance and monitoring.
· DST: The Technology Innovation Bill is currently before Parliament. Inception is expected in April 2009.  The Bill makes provision for a Technology Innovation Agency and will incorporate the   BRICs and PUB, Innovation Fund and Tshumisano Trust.

· DoH: A country profile report on an integrated food control system has been made available. The interim report will be presented to a working group on 13 August 2008. GMO management structures and the Legislative framework have been included in the report and will need to be verified.

	DEAT
DST

DoH & DoA

	7.3
	PUB media round table (MRT) discussion GM Wine and GM yeast (DoA).


	The EC was provided with the following feedback:

(i) The PUB MRT facilitated participation by media in GMO discussions around wine and yeast.  Major issues that were highlighted in the discussion were labelling of food, access to information pertaining to applications and the need for increased public participation in GMO issues.

    Concerns were also raised about the pending vine application.

(ii)DST reported on their engagement with the wine industry via Wine Biotechnology and indicated possible contacts for future inputs on socio economic impacts regarding GMO wine applications.


	DST &DoA

	7.4
	African Biosafety Network of Experts (ABNE)


	The EC noted the invitation by the NEPAD Science and Technology Committee for SA to participate at the upcoming ABNE workshop in Burkina Faso in August 2008. The EC recommended the participation of DEAT, the AC Chair and DoA. 


	DEAT

AC Chair

DoA

	7.5
	Presentation
	The EC noted the presentation by Prof. Williamson on the IAVI report and HVTN study that was discontinued.  


	

	7.6
	Presentation
	The EC noted the presentation by Ms Malherbe from PUB who provided feedback on surveys conducted to gauge the public knowledge of biotechnology.  The EC extended a request to PUB to collate information regarding recommendations put forward in the NEAF report, AfricaBio workshop report and the PUB surveys and MRT’s for consideration by the Executive Council.


	Registrar

	7.7
	Extension permit/Fast track
	The EC recalled that extension permits were explicitly issued for the purpose of time extensions under extenuating circumstances. An extension policy currently informs this process and needs to be amended in order to emphasize the conditions under which an extension permit would be allowed. The EC noted that existing permits cannot be used interchangeably for other activities or increasing the number of sites. 

	Registrar

	8
	CLOSURE
	The Chairperson thanked everybody for their participation after which the meeting was concluded at 14H00.
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