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PRESENT
Dr J Jaftha (Chairperson)



Department of Agriculture (DoA) 
Dr G Bouwer





Chairperson of the Advisory Committee under GMO Act, 1997

Mr B Durham
 




Department of Science and Technology (DST)
Mr A Pretorius




Department of Health (DoH)

Ms E L Marshall (Secretariat)
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Ms L Sello 





Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism (DEAT)
Ms E Koekemoer




Department of Trade and Industry (the dti)
ABSENT

Mr L Motshelanoka




Department of Labour (DoL)

IN ATTENDANCE
Ms W P Mandivenyi




Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism 

Mr M V Masilela




Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism
Ms S M G Zwane 




Department of Science and Technology
Ms C Arendse 




Department of Agriculture
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Department of Agriculture

Ms E Jantjies





Department of Agriculture 

Ms M I Molepo




Department of Agriculture 
Mr S Mokhothu




Department of Agriculture

Ms K C Malakalaka




Department of Agriculture
Ms R Chanda




Department of Health
	NO.
	SUBJECT
	RESOLUTION
	FOR ATTENTION

	1.
	OPENING AND WELCOME

	The Chairperson welcomed those present and in particular Mr B Durham who has recuperated after an accident.  
Ms C Arendse was requested to introduce and welcome Ms G Christians, the newly appointed Registrar.

	

	2.
	ATTENDANCE REGISTER AND APOLOGIES

	The attendance register was circulated to everyone present for signature.  Apologies were registered for Ms L Sello from DEAT and Ms E Koekemoer from the dti.

	

	3.


	ADDITIONS TO AND ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
	The agenda was adopted with one addition:-
7.6
Bio-safety workshop


	

	4.
	APPROVAL OF PROCEEDINGS  OF 23 OCTOBER 2007


	The proceedings of the meeting of 29 January 2008 were approved after the following amendments:

· P1, add Ms SMG Zwane to the list of persons in attendance.
· P10, 8.5, Change “9” to “29” February 2008.
	

	5.
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE RECORD OF PROCEEDINGS OF THE MEETING OF 29 JANUARY 2008        
	
	

	5.1
	Risk assessment of stacked plant biotechnology products and Ecological Risk Assessment (ERA)
	(i) The Council noted that as was agreed at the last meeting, Ms Mandivenyi met with the Advisory Committee (AC) to obtain their comments on the document. 
(ii) The comments of the AC have almost all been incorporated into the document and the finalisation of the document will be done in collaboration with the Chairperson of the AC, before submitting it to DEAT.
	DEAT and AC Chairperson

	5.2
	Study by the dti
	(i) The Council noted that the office of the Registrar had requested the DoA DG to consult the dti on the outstanding recommendations on the commodity clearance applications; some have been outstanding since 2005.  The study on the possible price distortions caused by commodity imports would have informed these recommendations.

(ii) The Council thanked the AC Chairperson for the document from Thailand on the use of GMOs and the trade implications.

(iii) The Council confirmed the position that there will be no commodity clearance until there is clarification on the study of the dti and emphasised that this process must be expedited.

(iv) The Council noted that should guidance from the dti not be forthcoming soon, it will have to make a clear recommendation to the Minister of Agriculture and Land Affairs as to how to deal with this matter.
	the dti
Office of the Registrar

	5.3

	MON810 – Insect resistance in SA and ban in France (Registrar)

	(i) The Council noted that the AC discussed the issue on whether there is actual insect resistance in SA or whether it is a premature deduction based on the particular study.

(ii) The Council noted that the AC indicated that additional research might be required.

(iii) The Council noted that a decision was taken that Directorate:  Bio-safety would compile an information package on MON810 for distribution to the AC and convene a workshop for the AC to discuss this and formulate a position on MON810 resistance.

(iv) The Council requested the Office of the Registrar to forward the documentation under discussion to Mr B Durham of DST and to other EC members who would be interested in participating in the workshop.


	D:BS and Chairperson of the AC

Office of the Registrar and EC members



	5.4
	Feedback on the Appeals Lodged under the GMO Act (DoA)
	(i) The Council noted the outcome of the appeals on GM sorghum and GM cassava.

(ii) The Council noted a decision from the Cassava Appeal Board was still outstanding, despite the fact that the deliberations of the Appeal Board had been concluded some time ago.  The EC Chairperson made several follow-ups to expedite the matter without any success.
	EC Chairperson

	5.5


	Update on outcome of Argentina fact finding mission


	(i) The Council noted that there has been feedback from scientists in South America with regard to possible project proposals.

(ii) The Council noted that the DoA will continue its effort to obtain a formal contact point in Argentina.
	EC Chairperson

	5.6
	Bayer – 07/002:  Commodity clearance of LLCOTT25


	The EC defers its decision on this application pending the outcome of the dti study on commodity clearance applications.
	Office of the Registrar

	6
	NEW APPLICATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED BY THE EC
	
	

	6.1
	Monsanto 07/ 349: commodity clearance of maize (mon88017)
	The EC defers its decision on this application pending the outcome of the dti study on commodity clearance applications.
	Office of the Registrar

	6.2
	MONSANTO 07/ 386: COMMODITY CLERANCE OF MAIZE (MON 88017XMON810)
	The EC defers its decision on this application pending the outcome of the dti study on commodity clearance applications.
	Office of the Registrar

	6.3
	ARC-VOPI – 07/037:  Contained use for GM flowers and bulbs


	The Council approved the application –ARC-VOPI- 07/037: Contained use for GM flowers and bulbs subject to adherence of additional requirements.
	Office of the Registrar

	7. 
	GENERAL
	
	

	7.1
	Appointment of members of the ac (registrar)
	(i) The Council noted that there are a few vacancies on both the AC as well as sub-committees of the AC.

(ii) The Council noted that while the Office of the Registrar in collaboration with the AC, attends to appointments on the AC sub-committee level, the proposals for the filling of the two vacancies on the AC will be submitted to the EC for a recommendation to the Minister.
	Office of the Registrar

	7.2
	Feedback on the industry visit
	(i) The Council noted feedback on the visit by the EC to a field trial during the PANNAR Farmers’ Day as follows:-

· Enjoyable and useful to observe the practical side of planting.

· The explanation on the different seed varieties was interesting in that before the visit it was thought that GM Maize was receiving much more emphasis in terms of marketing.  From the visit it was quite clear that it is just one of a range of maize varieties available which the farmer should consider when taking into account all the weather conditions.
	All

	7.3
	Preparation for COP-MOP 4 (DEAT)
	(i) The Council noted that DEAT had a stakeholder consultation (on 29 February 2008) for COP-MOP 4 that was linked with liability and redress and no other formal stakeholder consultation will take place before COP-MOP 4.

(ii) The Council noted the following matters as highlighted by DEAT:-

· No stakeholder submissions on COP-MOP 4 have as yet been received.

· A cabinet-approved mandate is required before the meeting.

· The allocation of position papers between the different Departments were agreed on and an effort will be made to convene towards the end of March 2008 to deliberate on the various position papers.

· Liability and redress, the review of the protocol and the socio-economic considerations and public participation is perceived to be the main agenda items.  

· In view of the latter two agenda points mentioned, DEAT recommends that DoH attend COP-MOP.

(iii) The Council noted that DEAT will send out a request to Departments for the preparation of position papers as well as for participation.  An invitation was also extended to the Chairperson of the Advisory Committee.

(iv) The Council requested individual Departments to start preparing travel submissions.

(v) The Council noted that DEAT will forward the outcome of the stakeholder workshop to all EC members.
	DoH

DEAT

All

DEAT

	7.4
	HVTN 503 HIV clinical trial
	(i) The Council noted the response from the Perinatal HIV Research Unit at the University of the Witwatersrand on the reasons for the discontinuation of the HVTN503 study as indicated in the letter contained in the information pack submitted to EC members.

(ii) The Council also noted that the Chairperson of the Advisory Committee obtained information other researcher involved in HIV vaccine development.  The information will be submitted to the Office of the Registrar for distribution to the EC members.

(iii) The Council decided that since this is a medical issue, the MCC should, as a matter of urgency, be alerted to this and be provided with all relevant information in receipt of Dr G Bouwer.

(iv) The Council decided to withdraw all previous approvals of Triclinium adenovirus based vaccines (which the EC approved subject to MCC approval) pending the re-consideration of the reports and discussion of any additional information with the Chairperson of the Advisory Committee.
(v) The Council therefore also decided that the Advisory Committee should consider this matter intensively and advise the EC on the re-assessment.


	Registrar, AC Chairperson

Registrar

Registrar

AC Chairperson

	7.5
	Planning calendar for 2008/ 09
	(i) The Council noted proposals received for capacity building as reported by Director:  Bio-safety.

(ii) The Council noted that capacity building will be done by inviting experts to make inputs at workshops taking place directly after already scheduled EC meetings.  

(iii) All members were requested to make inputs regarding relevant experts to the Office of the Registrar by 1 April 2008 for planning purposes.

(iv) The Council requested that the MCC be approached to provide the name of an expert on human vaccines and biotechnology.
	EC members

Office of the Registrar

	7.6
	Bio-safety workshop
	(i) The Council noted the report by Mr Durham on the Africa Bio-safety Workshop held at the end of February 2008 where various Government Departments made presentations on how to improve bio-safety processes in SA.

(ii) The outcomes of the workshop include inter alia access to detailed minutes of the EC meetings, full justification for decisions made publically available, applications to the Office of the Registrar should be made available to the public on the date of submission thereof to the Office of the Registrar, cohesion between the AC and the EC and decisions and recommendations by the AC to be made available to the public.

(iii) The Council decided to engage the NEAF report and its recommendations as well as the Africa Bio-safety Workshop recommendations at the next EC meeting.  These will be forwarded to EC members by DEAT.

(iv) The Council noted that DST had been tasked with the setting up of a Steering Committee meeting between DoA, DEAT, DST and Plant Bio and Bio-safety Platform in order to broaden the limited scope of the latter to address the various environmental and capacity development application needs.  

(v) The Council noted that the inaugural meeting took place in January 2008 and that DoH will have to be incorporated.

(vi) The Council noted all participants (Government Departments) will be informed on their role, responsibility and participation at the next Steering Committee meeting.

The Council requested that DST should prepare a full brief for the next EC meeting.

(vii) The Council noted that the report from the workshop and recommendations will be submitted to every Government Department represented on the EC in order for the EC to engage with it and possibly bring about greater transparency.  


	DST

DEAT

DST & DoH

DST

	8.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	The Council noted that the next EC meeting is scheduled for 6 May 2008 and will be extended to 15:00 to accommodate capacity building.
	Council members

	9
	CLOSURE
	The meeting concluded at 11:25
	


Approved by Chairperson
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